
 

1 

 

                      VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.    
P.O. BOX 362234 

DECATUR, GA. 30036 
 
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><  
August 2025 

 
Career tool built for the military, Veteran community  
 
The sharing of any non-VA information does not constitute an endorsement of products and 
services on the part of VA. Veterans should verify the information with the organization 
offering. 
 
50strong offers free, easy-to-access tools to help Veterans, spouses, service members and 
military-affiliated students connect directly with leading employers of many shapes and sizes.  
 
The tools include: 
 
Virtual Networking Events 
Held nearly every week, these casual, virtual events bring together military talent and recruiters 
from leading companies. More than 94% of attendees say they would recommend it to others. 
Join the events any time. 
 

JOIN 50STRONG EVENTS 
 
Opportunity marketplace job board 
 
The 50strong job board updates daily with SkillBridge pathways, student Veteran pathways, paid 
training opportunities and thousands of direct hire options. The job board is updated daily based 
on input from employers. 
 
Virtual Mentoring Hub 
 
Sometimes a quick conversation can make all the difference. 50strong offers a flexible, virtual 
platform connecting jobseekers with mentors from employer sponsors and the broader industry 
community. Military-affiliated jobseekers and students can get guidance on their transition, 
insight into different industries or help preparing for interviews. 
 
A mission rooted in community 
 
50strong isn’t just a platform. It’s a community collaborative. The 50strong team works closely 
with employers, education institutions, government agencies and community organizations to 
strengthen the ecosystem that surrounds military-connected jobseekers. It’s an approach built on 

https://www.50-strong.us/upcoming-events
https://www.50-strong.us/marketplace
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the belief that strong career outcomes happen when strong employers and strong talent connect 
directly.  
 
All employers and military-affiliated jobseekers and students can visit www.50-strong.us to 
explore 50strong’s tools.  
 
 VA enlists digital tool to help prevent Veteran suicide 
 
VA’s long-standing digital tool that helps reduce Veterans’ homelessness was recently expanded 
to aid in suicide prevention.  

The Status Query and Response Exchange System (SQUARES) is a VA web application 
launched in 2015. It provides VA employees and external organizations such as homeless service 
community partners, law enforcement partners (police departments, sheriff departments, courts 
and jails) and local, state and federal agencies with reliable, detailed information about Veteran 
eligibility for VA homeless assistance.   

Now in 2025, it includes Veteran verification and eligibility for VA suicide prevention, legal 
services and health care. This is in addition to the Veterans Crisis Line (dial 988, press 1) 
available to all Veterans 24/7.  

“When using SQUARES, the user is searching on behalf of Veterans who are in crisis for one of 
these services. Our job is to take a Veteran out of crisis immediately. Help them with whatever 
we can do,” said Ray Ivaska, VA’s product line manager for SQUARES.  

Making a difference  

Users submit identity attributes for homeless or otherwise at-risk individuals (name, date of 
birth, Social Security Number, sex) and SQUARES returns information regarding the Veteran’s 
status, eligibility for health care and VA programs.   

SQUARES is making a major impact in the community. For more information, watch the 
following videos: SQUARES Overview and SQUARES Search Tools.  

In states, cities and towns nationwide, the SQUARES capability is vastly improving housing 
access for Veterans. It will now also help state and local governments and organizations identify 
and connect Veterans with VA suicide prevention and legal services.  

“VA’s SQUARES technology is positively enhancing our service delivery in New York City,” 
said NYC Department of Veterans’ Services Commissioner James Hendon. “SQUARES enables 
agency staff to identify Veteran clients within existing caseloads, helping to connect more 
Veterans with the benefits they’ve rightfully earned. While only 24.1 percent of NYC Veterans 
currently self-identify, SQUARES has helped us reach those who might otherwise remain unseen 
in the system. We applaud VA’s implementation of this tool and look forward to expanding its 
use to improve access to care for our Veterans and their families.” 

https://www.va.gov/homeless/squares/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mental-health/suicide-prevention/
https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/lsv.asp
https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/lsv.asp
https://news.va.gov/115623/squares-improves-access-safe-affordable-housing/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFBV-FuctXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zefKDEqe11M
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In practice, SQUARES increases speed in Veteran eligibility determinations and improves 
visibility of resources for homeless Veterans and those at risk for suicide. 

Community advocates  

States, cities, local governments, and organizations that encounter Veterans in their communities 
needing assistance can register for SQUARES. This allows governments and local organizations, 
often closest to Veterans in need, to direct necessary assistance where it is needed the most. VA 
encourages our state, city, and local partners to register for and use SQUARES so that every 
Veteran can access the support they have earned and the vital care they need.  

Topics in this story 

HomelessnessOffice of Information and TechnologySuicide Prevention 
 
 
 
Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 
1Cor 16:13 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 

Eddie M. Hawes 
Eddie M. Hawes  
President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 
 
 

www.veteransforchristinc.org 
 

Need to contact VA? 
Veterans Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255 and press 1, Chat, or Text 838255 

Homeless Veteran Resources: 1-877-424-3838 or Chat 
White House VA Hotline: 1-855-948-2311 

1-800-MyVA411 (800-698-2411) is never the wrong number 

https://eauth.va.gov/accessva/#forPartners
https://news.va.gov/tag/homelessness/
https://news.va.gov/tag/office-of-information-and-technology/
https://news.va.gov/tag/suicide-prevention/
http://www.veteransforchristinc.org/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..MkQK6abkTUq0ctSHwrDNj7GQJ0Iz6qbtGDdS6OFdqIU/s/700424473/br/90207892776-l
tel:18002738255
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..mBR_pFewkSqDqfueOzAxkYw69tQ1bcPfIWKCTQIDUBs/s/700424473/br/90207892776-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..1gyWczSShe7NaACL52d9d6z_7kdkgvy1uqnQBYU6JRs/s/700424473/br/90207892776-l
tel:18774243838
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..fE9b55R4vcReFpHE5p8iOzVnyT4J6Gjyo3w4tzmjwlg/s/700424473/br/90207892776-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..1161aYCvDKg7O8AwoZvs3KWKvxMoUtRKw69eWml0Rg4/s/700424473/br/90207892776-l
tel:+18559482311
tel:18002738255
tel:18002738255

