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Veteran Buddy Link helps Veterans seeking friendship, support

Together We Served's new free service connects Veterans with other local Veterans

The sharing of any non-VA information does not constitute an endorsement of products and
services on the part of VA. Veterans should verify the information with the organization
offering.

Together We Served (TWS), a military and Veteran online community website with 2.5 million
members, has launched a new free service called ‘Veteran Buddy Link’ to assist Veterans who,
due to their location or circumstances, may find themselves in a state of loneliness and would
welcome the friendship and support of other Veterans, particularly those residing in their
neighborhood.

Veterans are justifiably proud of their service and often this portrayal of pride may mask possible
underlying anxieties and other issues associated with loneliness. Those who have served share a
unique bond that remains with them throughout their lives. Veterans are naturally drawn to and
thrive in the company of other Veterans because the unique culture of military service and the
commitment to service and sacrifice is common to all.

This is the reason TWS’s Veteran Buddy Link service was specially designed to enable all
Veterans, especially those who may feel isolated or alone, to seek the camaraderie of other
Veterans in the comfort and security of TWS’s online environment which has often been
acknowledged as reminiscent of a military base.

To seek a Buddy connection, all a Veteran need to do is first register at the TWS Veteran Buddy
Link portal page.

REGISTER

Registration is straightforward and includes a brief summary of a Veteran’s military service,
their zip code of residence, and an invitation to respond to: “If you would like to be connected
with other Veterans for friendship or support, including those in your neighborhood, tell us a
little bit more about yourself and how a Veteran Buddy connection would be welcome.”
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When a Veteran completes registration, an email is then automatically sent to all Together We
Served members, residing in the same zip code, indicating that a Veteran in their neighborhood
would welcome connecting with other local Veterans and, if interested, to log in to view their
Buddy Link post and make contact.

As a natural extension to Buddy Check Week, Veteran Buddy Link provides a year-round
opportunity for any Veteran who has internet access to make meaningful connections with other
Veterans, for social and welfare-related purposes, which could greatly improve the quality of
their lives.

Apply to host VA-recognized 2025 Regional Veterans Day
Observances

VA and the Veterans Day National Committee (VDNC) invites cities, towns and non-profit
groups across the country to join us in showing appreciation for Veterans by applying to hold
VA-recognized regional Veterans Day observances. In 2024, 56 communities across 29 states
and the District of Columbia hosted VA-recognized Veterans Day observances to pay tribute to
America’s heroes. These regional observances are designated as officially supporting the annual
National Veterans Day Observance activities.

From parades to educational programs, these tributes to America’s heroes serve as models for
other communities to follow in planning their own observances. Sites are chosen based on their
continuity, influence on the region and community involvement; the criteria below are used to
evaluate applications:

e The event is dedicated solely to honoring the men and women who served in the United
States Armed Forces.

o The event is supported by, and open to participation by, Veterans service organization(s)
that represent loyal service to the United States.

o The event is supported by city, county, town or municipal authorities (as applicable).

o The event is not a fundraiser and is free and open to the public.

If selected as an authorized regional site for an official Veterans Day event, you will receive
official Veterans Day posters and a certificate of recognition from the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs. To request military ceremonial support, contact the Public Affairs Office of your closest
military installation. A list of installations can be found at installations.militaryonesource.mil.

To apply for consideration, download the regional site application and return to the address listed
on the form or email your application to vetsday@yva.gov no later than May 9, 2025. The
selected regional sites will be notified in July 2025. Contact the National Veterans Outreach
(NVO) office at vetsday@va.gov if you have questions about the application process or the
Veterans Day Regional Site Program.

Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong."
1Cor 16:13
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Sincerely,

Wlliam A. Horris, Jr.
William A. Harris, Jr.

William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired
President, Veterans for Christ, Inc.

www.veteransforchristinc.org

Need to contact VA?

Veterans Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255 and press 1, Chat, or Text 838255
Homeless Veteran Resources: 1-877-424-3838 or Chat
White House VA Hotline: 1-855-948-2311

1-800-MyVA411 (800-698-2411) is never the wrong number
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