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December 31, 2017 
 
My fellow Veterans, Grace and peace to you and your family. 
 
The VFC closed out 2017 with our annual Christmas luncheon. At Café Lily in 
down town Decatur.   
 

 
The end of the year fellowship was an event well attended and enjoyed by all.  The 
following day we made our annual food donation to our adopted homeless shelter.   

Our secretary.  Ray Wynne and Treasurer Brodrick Johnson are pictured with the 
bags of food we donated to the shelter. 



 

 
We also donated to toys to the homeless the VA to their Toys for Homeless 
veteran’s children’s program.  We also donated toys to the incarcerated veteran’s 
children program. 

National home improvement retailer Lowe's has expanded its everyday 
military discount program to include all honorably discharged veterans, as of 
May.   



 
The chain also has expanded the 10 percent discount to Lowe's online shopping, which will 
include free parcel shipping. It will provide for faster checkout and add the ability to use the 
discount at self-checkout in stores, said Lowe's spokeswoman Karen Cobb.   

But the procedure for getting the discount has changed: Active-duty service members, retirees 
and veterans must must sign up online for the Lowe's personal shopping card to qualify for the 
discount. This is not a credit card.  

Spouses and dependent children up to age 18 can also get the discount, although the online 
signup process doesn't include an option for "spouses" or "children."   
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VA refutes rumors of a new policy on medical marijuana. 
 
Veterans Affairs officials are denying a report that they have softened their stance on medical 
marijuana, insisting that updated guidance on the drug does not amount to a new policy change. 

On Tuesday, Marijuana Majority founder Tom Angell posted on Forbes.com a new five-page 
guidance issued by the department earlier this month focused on VA physicians “discussing the 
use of marijuana and its impact on health, including veteran-specific treatment plans.” 

The document also encourages VA doctors to “discuss marijuana use with any veterans 
requesting information” due to “its clinical relevance to patient care.” 

But VA spokesman Curt Cashour said the new guidance is not a new endorsement of medical 
marijuana by the department or even a change in existing VA policies 

“It is updated guidance to encourage veterans to let their VA physicians know if they are using 
marijuana for medicinal or recreational purposes, just as VA physicians would want to know 
about any other use by veteran patients of federally illegal drugs,” he said. 

The goal is to get a full picture of patient health, including all legal and illegal medications. 
Calling the updated guidance document a more open approach to marijuana use is “a 
mischaracterization,” he said. 



“VA physicians can also gather statistics and other information from veterans about their use of 
marijuana or other federally illegal drugs as part of understanding the effects of that drug use on 
their overall health. VA’s position on marijuana remains unchanged,” Cashour said. 

That position has been outlined multiple times in recent months by VA Secretary David Shulkin. 
VA doctors cannot prescribe, recommend or assist with getting medical marijuana because of 
federal prohibitions against the drug. 

Shulkin has said he is interested in looking into the possible benefits for cannabis in a range of 
veterans’ ailments, but pro-marijuana groups and veterans advocates have sharply criticized the 
department for failing to follow through on those comments with meaningful research changes. 

The new VA document reiterates that VA doctors cannot assist veterans in obtaining medical 
marijuana even in states where it is legal but also notes that “veterans must not be denied 
Veterans Health Administration services solely because they are participating in state-approved 
marijuana programs.” 

It also notes that possession of marijuana on VA property is a federal crime, even in states where 
it is legal. 

Soldier home for holidays died saving lives in Bronx inferno 
 
Emmanuel Mensah An Army solider died in the Bronx inferno Thursday night — while 
heroically rushing in and out of the apartment building to save several other lives, his 
grieving dad told The Post. 

“That’s his nature,” said Kwabena Mensah, 62, whose son Emmanuel died when the 
Belmont building went up in flames. 

“He was trying to help people out from the fire, and unfortunately he lost his life. He tried 
to do his best.” 

Emmanuel, 28, had been home from Army duty for the holiday after finishing basic 
training in Georgia, said the dad. He was scheduled to head next to Virginia and from 
there to battlefields unknown. 

Instead, the blaze at the five-story apartment building near the Bronx Zoo became his 
last stand. Emmanuel was one of 12 to lose their lives in the fire, the deadliest since the 
1990 Happy Land Social Club arson took 87 lives less than a mile away. 

“I understand when the fire was [going] he was trying to rescue, he had two or three 
people out,” the father told The Post, tears of loss and pride welling in his eyes. “He just 



came for the holidays,” he said of Emmanuel, who was staying in an apartment with 
friends. 

“He helped his roommate’s wife and children, they were trying to come out to the stairs 
and he stopped them.”  “He told them to come out the window. Then he went in and 
tried to rescue people out.”  Emmanuel’s body was recovered from another apartment 
on the same floor, the father said.   

Child playing with stove likely caused deadliest NYC fire in 25 years 
 

Letter from Director Susan M Edmonds, Robins AFB Commissary  
478-926-3714 
 
Our next "MEAT ONLY" sale at Ft. Gillem will be held 5-6 January 2018.    We will bring 
meats, chicken, turkey items only for this sale.     Times are:   Friday 5 January 2018 - 
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM and Saturday 6 January 2018 - 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM.   The sale will be 
held at the old gate entrance off of Jonesboro Rd. on Ft. Gillem.     Please come and 
check us out. 
 
Our next "ON-SITE SALE" IN Marietta will be held 11-13 January 2018.   We will be 
open:   Thursday and Friday - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM and Saturday - 9:00 AM - 1:00 
PM.    The address is 1901 Terrell Mill Rd, Suite 200 Marietta, GA  30067.   We are 
located in the Marietta Plaza off Cobb Parkway next door to Burlington Coat Factory. 
 
Please call 478-222-7618 with questions. 
 
I have attached a copy of our January Commissary Express Line,  the flyer for the Ft. 
Gillem "Meat Only" Sale and the flyer for the Marietta On-Site Sale.  Please share these 
flyers with everyone you know that has commissary shopping privileges. 
 
Due to the short turn around for the Marietta On-Site Sale all special orders must be to 
me no later than Tuesday, 2 January 2018.   I will not be able to accept any special 
orders after this date.   Remember, special orders for dry product must be ordered by 
the case.    If special ordering meat items, please be specific on how you would like 
them (thickness of meat cut, number of items in a package, etc). 
 
The Robins Commissary and the Personnel at the Ft. Gillem Meat Only Sale and 
Marietta On-Site Sale would like to wish you and your family a VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
 

Life is better with Friends 
 
The Bible reminds us again and again that we need relationships with people we 



an trust: close friends who will encourage us, inspire us, challenge us, love us, 
and pray for us. And they need us to do the same for them.1 
 
“Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another 
will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” 
JOHN 13:34B-35 

 
New Veterans for Christ, Inc. Chapter coming soon in Bethlehem, Ga. 
The Veterans for Christ, Inc. will be starting a new chapter in the Athens area in the coming 
months to help veterans less fortunate than ourselves.   
For further information on this new chapter email David McKinney at gtp0.148@gmail.com 
 ha\\ 
  Veterans Affairs 
YOU TOO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.  
 
Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $120.00 
which can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online 
through our PayPal account.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. 
Your tax deductible membership fee will support the VFC mission.   
 
All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC; feel free to ask 
questions and learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does. Please 
browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on many 
subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of service and links 
to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of information.  
 
Our monthly meetings are held at the Clark-Harrison Bldg. 330 W Ponce Deleon Ave. Decatur, 
Ga.  Our meetings are the third Tuesday of every month and start at 6:30 (PM) for approximately 
one hour and a half, unless otherwise advertised.  We will be respectful of your time.  
 
Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to communicating and fellowshipping 
with you soon.   We are looking for a corporate sponsor for our VFC Gerald Prince College 
Scholarship which is donated each September at our Anniversary Luncheon  
 
“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 
 
Sincerely,  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 
President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 
www.veteransforchristinc.org	

	


