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November 31, 2017 

 

My fellow Veterans, Grace and peace to you and your family. 

 

  
Elder Harris President of the Veterans for Christ receives a Certificate of Honor from 

Bishop Steven A Davis, Senior Pastor of New Birth MBC for his dedication to our country 

and its military and his honorable service to the fight for freedom though out the world. 

Also the Veterans for Christ was awarded Certificate of appreciation from Mayor Pro Tim 

of the city of Stone Crest Dr. Odoma at a veterans appreciation program Veterans Day. 

 

The VFC has been working tirelessly in the community supporting many Veterans causes 

and supporting veterans less fortunate than ourselves.  Commander Lynch the Regional 

Commander of the DAV made a generous toy donation to our program for Children of 

incarcerated Veterans  

 

 



 
Col. Johnson commander of Jonesboro HS JROTC salutes the flag as his Cadets present 

arms at New Birth MBC Veterans day Sunday.   

 

 
Senator Anderson, Dr. Williams and other veterans at the program receives certificates of 

appreciation for their dedication to our country and it’s military for their honorable 

service for their fight for freedom throughout the world as military veterans. 

 

Letter from Robins Commissary Director Susan M Edmonds 
 

The next On-Site Sale in Marietta is scheduled for 14-16 December.   The address is 1901 Terrell 

Mill Rd, Suite 200 Marietta, GA  30067.   Hours for the sale are Thursday and Friday - 9:00 AM 

- 5:00 PM and Saturday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM.   We will bring turkeys and hams to this sale 

also.  We also have all the needs for your Christmas dinner and those last minute gifts you might 

need. 

 

If you would like to place a special order it must be received no later than4 December in order to 

ensure the product is ordered in time for delivery at the sale.    Special orders for dry products 

must be placed in full case quantities.   If you need special cuts of meat please specify what you 

need when requesting the item.   Make sure you include a telephone number in case we have 

questions. 



 

Please pass the word to everyone you know that has commissary shopping privileges.   We need 

to keep sales and customers up in order to continue providing this service. 

 

I have also attached flyers for the December sale in Marietta and the next "Meat Only" sale at Ft. 

Gillem.   Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

The Robins Commissary hopes everyone had a Safe and Happy Thanksgiving and we would like 

to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Susan M Edmonds 

Store Director 

Robins Commissary 

478-926-3714 

 

4 Common Questions about VA Benefits Answered By an Expert 

In 2014, a Vietnam veteran walked into my office and asked, “Can you help me? I’ve been 

trying for 10 years and talked to several service officers who just won’t help.” I told him I would 

try, but needed to review his paperwork first. Looking at his service records, I saw three Article 

15s, a court-martial, and another-than-honorable discharge. I thought there was no way I could 

help this veteran. Something didn’t seem right, though, so I put on my first sergeant glasses and 

started digging deeper, coming to realize that this veteran had been screwed by his chain of 

command. Long story short, I filed his claim, got him enrolled in VA health care, a large lump-

sum retroactive payment, and an upgrade to his discharge. This is why I chose the veteran 

service officer profession. 

Numerous VA benefits for eligible veterans are available, but navigating the bureaucracy can be 

a real challenge, and many people miss out on benefits they have earned because they don’t 

know where to start. Too often I hear, “I’m fine, save it for someone who really needs it.” My 

response: These are benefits that you earned by serving your country! There is no saving them 

for someone else. 

 

While every case is different, I get the same type of questions over and over from the veterans I 

serve. In no particular order, here are some of the most common requests that I receive and how 

veterans should tackle them. 

http://taskandpurpose.com/vets-may-now-able-get-higher-disability-ratings-service-connected-injuries/


1. How come the VA won’t fix my teeth? 

 

 

Ahh, the old VA dental issue. It might be surprising, but I get many questions about why the VA 

won’t fix the veterans’ teeth. It is a problem that still perplexes me. The VA has a dental office in 

the VA hospital with dentists, but they won’t see you unless you meet certain requirements. As 

far as I’m concerned, if you are enrolled in the VA for health care you should be able to receive 

dental care. But I don’t get to make those decisions. 

The eligibility requirements for dental care are a bit convoluted. First, you must be enrolled in 

VA health care and either have a service-connected dental injury or a 100% (permanent and total 

or unemployable) disability rating, be participating in the VA Vocational Rehab program, or 

have not received dental care within the last 90 days of your service (one-time only). If you don’t 

meet any of these requirements, there is a VA dental insurance program available. 

You say you don’t want to enroll in VA health care to get your VA dental benefit? I get it, VA 

health care has had a bad rap for decades, and, yes, some of the criticism is deserved. Some 

facilities are inadequate and employees have mistreated our veterans. The system overall, 

however, deserves a second look. 



For instance, many elderly veterans simply cannot afford private health or dental care. The VA 

treats service-connected disabilities or diseases at no cost and offers lower copayments than a 

private provider for treatment and medications. Post-9/11 veterans can enroll upon discharge and 

receive up to five years of free health care. A yearly visit is all that is required to maintain 

enrollment, and you can still see a private provider if you wish. Find a veteran service officer to 

check your eligibility and submit the appropriate enrollment documents, if qualified. 

2. I know a veteran who is getting 50% for his knees, can I 

make a claim for that, too? 

I hear this one a lot: A veteran whose knees (or other body part) hurt just as much as another 

veteran receiving compensation, and they want in on the action. There’s also the “bar lawyers” 

who sit around the bar at the local veteran organization club telling war stories and convincing 

others they deserve that disability money as well. 

It does not work that way, people! Compensation is one benefit that veterans definitely need to 

see a veteran service officer about. The officer can let you know upfront if you have a claim or 

not. Too many veterans try to submit a claim on their own only to have it denied. Worse, 

unsubstantiated claims tie up the system and create a backlog for legitimate claims. What I tell 

vets is that it’s much easier to submit an initial claim than to try to re-open a previously denied 

claim. Veteran service officers receive training to identify claimable disabilities and meet the 

VA’s requirements for service-connection. Just remember, the longer a veteran waits to file a 

claim, the more difficult it becomes to service-connect any disabilities. 

 

3. Can you send me my discharge papers right this second? 

I receive requests for copies of discharges almost daily and it always seems to be an emergency. 

“My mortgage company needs it now.” “I’m trying to get a discount on my car purchase.” You 

get the idea. Unless you registered a copy with my office, you are not getting it today. The first 

thing any veteran needs to do once discharged, or now if they haven’t done it, is register a copy 

of their DD-214 with their respective county records office. Do not bring Member Copy 1. Copy 



1 is worthless because it does not define the character of service and cannot be used to qualify 

the veteran for any VA benefits. Copy 4 is the gold standard; keep it safe! 

 

 

Other options for getting a copy include the National Personnel Record Center or the state 

veterans’ office where the veteran setup residence after discharge. The veteran service officer 

can assist with the request but know that these options can take months and are not guaranteed. 

4. What do I need to get a VA home loan? 

The home loan guaranty is a great benefit and the Certificate of Eligibility (COE) is the 

confirmation of the veteran’s qualification for the benefit. The VA does not actually issue the 

loan; they just “back” a home loan from a financial institution; you still have to meet the basic 

requirements to qualify for a loan, but the COE alleviates the need for a down payment and some 

processing fees. Make sure to get your COE before you see a loan officer. Some institutions will 

request it for you, but I have dealt with several that do not understand the benefit and try to sell 



the veteran on a different loan or some other instrument. Dan Thorstad served 23 years active 

duty in the Army. He deployed twice and retired as a first sergeant. He now resides in North 

Dakota with his wife of 25 years. He has four grown children, one who is currently on active-

duty with the Air Force, and is a die-hard Minnesota Vikings fan. 

New Veterans for Christ, Inc. Chapter coming soon in Bethlehem, Ga. 

 

The Veterans for Christ, Inc. will be starting a new chapter in the Athens area in the coming 

months to help veterans less fortunate than ourselves.   

For further information on this new chapter email David McKinney at gtp0.148@gmail.com 

 a\\ 
 

YOU TOO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.  

 

Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $120.00 

which can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online 

through our PayPal account.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. 

Your tax deductible membership fee will support the VFC mission.   

 

All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC; feel free to ask 

questions and learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does. Please 

browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on many 

subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of service and links 

to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of information.  

 

Our monthly meetings are held at the God’s Amazing Grace Christian Ministries, Inc. at 3576 

Covington Hwy. Decatur, Ga 30032.  Our meetings are the third Tuesday of every month and 

start at 6:30 (PM) for approximately one hour and a half, unless otherwise advertised.  We will 

be respectful of your time.  

 

Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to communicating and fellowshipping 

with you soon.   We are looking for a corporate sponsor for our VFC Gerald Prince College 

Scholarship which is donated each September at our Anniversary Luncheon  

 

“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 

 

Sincerely,  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 

President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 

www.veteransforchristinc.org 

http://www.veteransforchristinc.org/
http://www.veteransforchristinc.org/

