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September 30, 2017 

 

My fellow Veterans, Grace and peace to you and your family. 

 

The VFC celebrated our 9th Anniversary with an awards Luncheon at the Doubletree  

Atlanta Hilton Hotel.  The program was opened with a prayer by our Chaplin Deacon 

Bailey and Vice President Thornton.  The Cedar Groove JROTC presented arms and Ret 

USA Major Janice Ivory sang the national anthem.  Our speaker was Mrs. Bettye Davis, 

Director of the Lou Walker Senior Center 
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The VFC Gerald Prince Memorial College $500.00 scholarship was awarded to Miss 
Telford and the laptop was won by Miss Hawes and pickup by her father.  

 

 
 
The VFC Vice President Brother Michael Thornton awards the VFC Gerald Prince 
Memorial College Scholarship cooperate sponsor Mr. Leighton Hull owner of Bo Janles. 
the Veterans for Christ Legacy award as a token of our appreciation for his continued 
support of the VFC.  Our scholarship is donated to a Veterans dependent annually. Mr. 
Hull has been our cooperate donor for the last three years. 

 

Mrs. Bettye Davis Director of the Lou Walker Senior Center our dynamic speaker is 

pictured receiving her Veterans for Christ Legacy award as a token of our appreciation for 

her continued support of all Veteran for Christ programs and her continued civic achievements.  

Mrs. Davis’s continued efforts to achieve goals that were thought to be unreachable by many 

women has made her and icon that men and women can strive to achieve.  We thanked her for 

being an example of what hard work and leadership can get you.   Mrs. Davis is also pictured 

with the Cedar Grove HS JROTC and a few of the Veterans for Christ.  



 

 
 



 

 

 
 
The Veterans for Christ participated with DAV Chapter 91 and State Senator Tonya 
Anderson in their Vietnam Pin and Certificate of Honor program at The Conyers United 
Methodist Church (Pastor) in September.  Senator Anderson, Commissioner Roby and 
his staff assistant Mr. Brian Zeringue officiated.  Also pictured is Air Force Vietnam 
Veteran and small business owner Mr. Thomas Blair, president of Opticians Assoc. Of 
Ga. 

 

WWII Vet, 97, Takes a Knee to Support NFL Protests 
The photo of a 97-year-old WWII veteran kneeling in solidarity to show support for 
protesting football players has gone viral on Twitter. 

Brennan Gilmore posted the photo of his grandfather, John Middlemas, around 7:30 
a.m. Sunday before National Football League players knelt during the national anthem. 

“My grandpa is a 97-year-old WWII vet & Missouri farmer who wanted to join (with) 
those who #TakeaKnee: ‘those kids have every right to protest,’” Gilmore wrote as a 
caption on the tweet. 



As of Monday, the photo had been shared more than 140,000 times and “liked” by more 
than 377,000 users. 

View image on Twitter 

 
https://twitter.com/brennanmgilmore 
My grandpa is a 97 year-old WWII vet & Missouri farmer who wanted to join w/ those 
who #TakeaKnee: "those kids have every right to protest." 
10:27 AM - Sep 24, 2017 Twitter Ads info and privacy 

The proud grandson tweeted a few hours later: “Grandpa has really been an ally to the 
civil rights movement for many years. He’s an amazing man always on the side of 
justice.” 

Gilmore and his grandfather were discussing the recent comments Trump made against 
NFL athletes when he decided to share the message, he told NBC news. 

"I tweeted thinking it was pretty important, he served for 21 years including WWII," 
Gilmore said. "No matter what differences we have, we have the right for free speech 
and what he fought for.” 

Middlemas is a Christian who has always valued social justice, Gilmore said, and taught 
his family about leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr. 

"The photo is a big surprise to some people, but not to the 32 grandchildren he has," 
Gilmore said. 

Middlemas, a farmer from Willard, Missouri, told The Springfield News-Leader he 
wanted to spread a message “that you have to love everybody,” and added: “We don’t 
kill people. We want to make people live.” 

https://twitter.com/brennanmgilmore/status/911960316220764160/photo/1
https://twitter.com/hashtag/TakeaKnee?src=hash
https://twitter.com/brennanmgilmore/status/911960316220764160
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
http://www.news-leader.com/story/news/local/ozarks/2017/09/24/local-wwii-vet-took-knee-support-black-nfl-players-willard/697991001/
https://twitter.com/brennanmgilmore/status/911960316220764160/photo/1


Colin Kaepernick, a former quarterback for San Francisco 49ers, pioneered the 
movement last year in protest against racial oppression and police brutality.  

 

Racial slurs written on dorm room boards of black Air Force Academy 

cadet candidates 

Racial slurs were written on the dormitory message boards of five black cadet 

candidates at the Air Force Academy Preparatory School earlier this week. 

Lt. Col. Allen Herritage, director of public affairs for the academy, said the 

slurs were discovered Monday. One cadet candidate’s mother posted a photo 

on her Facebook page Wednesday that shows the words “go home n*****r” 

written on the white board outside her son’s room. 

“This is why I'm so hurt!” the mother said in her post, which was at first public 

but then taken offline Thursday. “These young people are supposed to bond 

and protect each other and the country. Who would my son have to watch out 

for? The enemy or the enemy?” 

In an interview with Air Force Times, that cadet candidate’s father said his son 

is doing fine in the wake of the racial slur incident, which he called “utter 

stupidity.” 

 



By: Stephen Losey 

 
More than 1,300 basic cadets salute June 26 during their first reveille formation at the U.S. Air Force Academy in 

Colorado Springs, Colo. (Mike Kaplan/Air Force) 

 “The word has zero power in my house,” his father said. “Zero power. The word is not going to 

yield a reaction. My initial advice to him was, respond with intelligence, do not react, do not get 

upset. You don‘t have to defend intelligence, you don’t have to defend common sense, you don’t 

have to defend confidence. He’s fine.” 

His father also said he felt the academy was taking the right steps to handle the incident ― 

though he lamented that it will inevitably turn into a big deal ― and that it doesn’t reflect on the 

academy and its staff as a whole. 

“The real victim here is that individual [who wrote the slurs], because that individual is going to 

lose a promising career in the military,” the cadet candidate‘s father said. “That individual is 

http://www.airforcetimes.com/author/stephen-losey


going to go home disgraced. Him or her is the real victim, because they were raised with that 

kind of vitriol and that kind of hate. My son is not a victim, I don’t view him as a victim.” 

Air Force Times is not identifying the cadet candidate or his parents to preserve their privacy. 

In a statement issued Thursday, Lt. Gen. Jay Silveria, the academy’s new superintendent, 

condemned the slurs. 

“There is absolutely no place in our Air Force for racism,” Silveria said. “It‘s not who we are, 

nor will we tolerate it in any shape or fashion. The Air Force Academy strives to create a climate 

of dignity and respect for all ... period ... those who don’t understand that are behind the power 

curve and better catch up.” 

Herritage said Silveria planned to address the incident in a meeting with the Prepatory School 

and Cadet Wing students Thursday. 

“I‘ve said it before, the area of dignity and respect is my red line,” Silveria said. “Let me be 

clear, it won’t be crossed without significant repercussions. Diversity is a strength of our 

academy and our Air Force. We are stronger when we take into account the views of those with 

different backgrounds and life experiences.” 

Herritage said that the academy’s security forces are investigating the incident, but that no 

additional information can be released at this time. 

Democratic Rep. Adam Smith, D-Washington, the House Armed Services Committee’s ranking 

member, urged swift action. 

“The Air Force needs to investigate this incident thoroughly and take appropriate action,” Smith 

said. “There is no place in the military for these kinds of acts. Incidents like these, even if they 

are performed by a single individual, offend our moral sensibilities and they can undermine the 

morale of service members and cadets. It is a bedrock principle that everyone in the U.S. military 

should be treated with dignity and respect.” 

The academy’s 10-month prep school program provides a chance for about 240 students each 

year to train and study and have a chance at becoming full-fledged freshman cadets the following 

year. Some of those students ― who are called “cadet candidates” ― are prior enlisted, some are 

recruited athletes, and some are “diversity students” who come from disadvantaged backgrounds 

such as poor school districts. 



In a 2014 interview with Air Force Times, former prep school commander Col. Jerry Szybist 

said that some cadet candidates come to the prep school having had little experience with people 

from different backgrounds. Some may never have worked side-by-side with a black person or a 

woman. So, Szybist said, prep school leaders try to “pull them together” during the initial three 

weeks of basic military training as they teach them discipline, values and the foundations of a 

military life. 

 
 

All four service chiefs denounce racism in wake of Charlottesville rally 

The top officers of the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps have issued statements 

denouncing racism and extremism in the days since white supremacists marched in 

Charlottesville, Virginia. 

By: Stephen Losey 

In August, days after a white supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, erupted in violence, 

Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Dave Goldfein joined the other service chiefs in denouncing 

racism and extremism. 

“I stand with my fellow service chiefs in saying that we‘re always stronger together,” Goldfein 

said in an Aug. 16 tweet. “It’s who we are as airmen. Integrity, service and excellence ... that’s 

what America’s Air Force is about.” 

During an Aug. 25 interview with Air Force Times, when Goldfein was asked why he felt it 

necessary to release that statement after Charlottesville, he said “I‘m one that believes that 

diversity in the force is actually a war-fighting imperative.” 

http://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-military/2017/08/16/all-four-service-chiefs-denounce-racism-in-wake-of-charlottesville-rally/
http://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-military/2017/08/16/all-four-service-chiefs-denounce-racism-in-wake-of-charlottesville-rally/
http://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-military/2017/08/16/all-four-service-chiefs-denounce-racism-in-wake-of-charlottesville-rally/
http://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-military/2017/08/16/all-four-service-chiefs-denounce-racism-in-wake-of-charlottesville-rally/


“The challenges that we face, some of them are wicked hard and require some really creative and 

thoughtful approaches,” Goldfein said. “We come from all races, colors and backgrounds, and 

we‘re able to take this very diverse force and bring it together into a fist. It’s, in fact, one of our 

greatest strengths.” 

In a Wednesday email to Academy leaders ― which was posted on the Air Force amn/nco/snco 

Facebook page and confirmed by the academy ― Silveria said that prep school commander Col. 

Jackie Breeden had addressed the students and faculty of the prep school. Breeden had also 

reached out to the academy’s chief diversity officer to start holding small group discussions with 

the cadet candidates as the investigation continues. 

Silveria also urged academy officials not to shy away from discussing the racial slur incident. 

“We‘ve all seen the ongoing controversy in the NFL and witnessed the fallout since the riots and 

violence in Charlottesville, and we know the conversations that are happening in our society and 

in social media,” Silveria wrote. “I would like us all to be engaging in these tough conversations, 

in a civil manner that spurs more discussion and reaches productive solutions. To that end and to 

be clear: do not avoid the topic. I expect you to have conversations with Cadets about respect and 

dignity. This discourse is how we grow and how we develop our future officers.” Silveria 

reminded academy officials that it’s up to them to show cadets that respect and diversity is 

valued in the Air Force 

“We don‘t always know what ‘right’ looked like for them in the families, schools and 

communities where they grew up,” Silveria said. “But once they arrive here and get immersed in 

the Air Force culture, it must be absolutely clear how we look out for and respect one another. ... 

I want cadets to see that we take a united stand on the importance of respect and dignity as part 

of our Air Force way of life, and that we ― espousing a diverse variety of backgrounds, 

expertise and viewpoints ― are stronger together. 

 

 

New Veterans for Christ, Inc. Chapter coming soon in Bethlehem, Ga. 

 

The Veterans for Christ, Inc. will be starting a new chapter in the Athens area in the coming 

months to help veterans less fortunate than ourselves.   

For further information on this new chapter email David McKinney at gtp0.148@gmail.com 

 ha\\ 

  Veterans Affairs 

https://www.facebook.com/AirForceForum/posts/822687884571520
https://www.facebook.com/AirForceForum/posts/822687884571520


YOU TOO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.  

 

Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $120.00 

which can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online 

through our PayPal account.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. 

Your tax deductible membership fee will support the VFC mission.   

 

All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC; feel free to ask 

questions and learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does. Please 

browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on many 

subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of service and links 

to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of information.  

 

Our meetings are the third Tuesday of every month and start at 6:30 (PM) for approximately one 

hour and a half unless otherwise advertised. Our next Monthly meeting will be at God's Amazing 

Grace Christian Ministries, Inc.  3576 Covington Highway, Second Floor, Decatur, GA. 30032 

 

Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to communicating and fellowshipping 

with you soon.   We are looking for a corporate sponsor for our VFC Gerald Prince College 

Scholarship which is donated each September at our Anniversary Luncheon  

 

“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 

 

Sincerely,  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 

President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 

www.veteransforchristinc.org 

http://www.veteransforchristinc.org/
http://www.veteransforchristinc.org/

