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August 31, 2017 

 

My fellow Veterans, Grace and peace to you and your family. 
 

The VFC will be celebrating our 9th Anniversary Sept 16th.  To God be the Glory  

 

VFC 9TH ANNIVERSARY AWARDS LUNCHEON,  

September 16, 2017 at 11:00 am. Doubletree by Hilton 

Atlanta Hotel, 4386 Chamblee Dunwoody RD. Atlanta, Ga 

30341.  This year’s Key Note speaker will be Mrs. Bettye 

Davis, Director Lou Walker Senior Citizen Center 

Floating’ in ecstasy: Veterans suffering from PTSD may soon find help 

from an unlikely source 

By: Jon Simkins  

 
 

The main ingredient of ecstasy, a psychedelic drug, was recently designated by the U.S. Food 

and Drug Administration as a “breakthrough therapy” for treatment of post-traumatic stress 

disorder. 

Typically used in recreational settings, MDMA’s effects have shown — throughout clinical trials 

— to significantly improve the mental well-being of individuals suffering from PTSD. 

http://www.militarytimes.com/author/jon-simkins


With FDA cooperation, continued studies will soon get underway and will be led by the 

California-based nonprofit, Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies, or MAPS, an 

organization that has been researching the effects of MDMA for over 30 years. 

“For the first time ever, psychedelic-assisted psychotherapy will be evaluated in Phase 3 trials for 
possible prescription use, with MDMA-assisted psychotherapy for PTSD leading the way,” said Rick 
Doblin, founder and executive director of MAPS. 

PTSD, especially among veterans of Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom, is nearing 
epidemic status. Between 11 and 20 percent of OIF and OEF vets suffer from the condition, according 
to the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The next stage of testing will feature over 200 participants tested at 14 different sites in the U.S., 
Canada and Israel, an effort supplemented by the FDA. 

“Reaching agreement with FDA on the design of our Phase 3 program and having the ability to work 
closely with the agency has been a major priority for our team,” said Amy Emerson, executive 
director of the MAPS Public Benefit Corporation. 

In Phase 2 of clinical trials, MAPS treated 107 participants with a regimen of three sessions of 
MDMA-assisted psychotherapy. 

 

“All participants had chronic, treatment-resistant PTSD, and had suffered from PTSD for an average 
of 17.8 years,” the MAPS statement said. 

Two months following the completion of treatment, 61 percent of participants no longer exhibited 
signs consistent with a PTSD diagnosis. At the one-year follow-up, 68 percent showed no signs. 

The treatment, according to MAPS, shows that MDMA has the capability to “reduce fear and 
defensiveness, enhance communication and introspection, and increase empathy and compassion, 
enhancing the therapeutic process” for those battling PTSD. 

-  



"Michael Mithoefer, left, and Annie Mithoefer, right, are the medical monitors and clinical 
investigators for the MDMA-assisted psychotherapy treatment for PTSD (photo courtesy of 
MAPS)."/>  

Michael Mithoefer, left, and Annie Mithoefer, right, are the medical monitors and clinical 
investigators for the MDMA-assisted psychotherapy treatment for PTSD (photo courtesy of MAPS).  
And clinical side effects seem to be minimal if the subject is in decent health. 

“MDMA transiently increases heart rate, blood pressure, and body temperature in a dose-dependent 
manner that is generally not problematic for physically healthy individuals,” the statement said. 

Phase 3 of clinical trials is set to begin in 2018, as long as funding goals are met. 

“Now that we’ve been granted this prestigious designation and have come to an agreement with the 
FDA about study designs, our biggest hurdle is fundraising,” said Merete Christiansen, executive 
manager at MAPS. “We still need to raise half of the $25 million needed to fund the studies … If 
everything remains on track, we anticipate full FDA approval in 2021.” 

The full MAPS press release can be found here. 

Tell us whether you think MDMA should be a viable treatment option for veterans suffering from 
PTSD in the poll below. 

 

Social Security employee convicted of bank fraud 
By: Michael Peck   1 day ago  

 
 

A Social Security Administration employee has been convicted of bank fraud. 

A jury found Darryl Williams, 52, of Tallahassee, Florida, guilty of one count of bank fraud and 

nine counts of making false statements to a federally insured financial institution for the purpose 

of obtaining loans and credit, according to a Department of Justice news release. 

Authorities did not identify Williams’s job in the SSA. However, the Justice Department did 

state that between “approximately November 2010 to October 2016, Williams submitted a series 

of applications for loans and credit to Envision Credit Union (‘Envision‘), a financial institution 

http://www.maps.org/news/media/6786-press-release-fda-grants-breakthrough-therapy-designation-for-mdma-assisted-psychotherapy-for-ptsd,-agrees-on-special-protocol-assessment-for-phase-3-trials
http://www.federaltimes.com/author/michael-peck


with branches in Tallahassee, in which he repeatedly lied about his employment with the federal 

government, his pay grade, his salary and his job title.” 

Williams claimed to be earning more than $115,000 per year when he actually made less than 

$60,000. Nor was he actually a federal employee at the time he submitted several of the 

applications. In addition, “Williams submitted false bank statements and earnings and leave 

statements to Envision in support of some of his applications. The trial evidence demonstrated 

that Williams applied for more than $140,000 worth of loans between late 2010 and late 2016.” 

The conviction was announced by DOJ, FBI, the Department of Transportation’s Office of 

Inspector General, and the SSA’s Office of Inspector General. 

 

How will a continuing resolution hurt the military, 

McCain and Reed ask Mattis 
By: Joe Gould    

 
 

WASHINGTON — Senate Armed Services Committee leaders John McCain and Jack Reed are 

asking Defense Secretary Jim Mattis what it means to the military if Congress cannot pass a 

budget on time this year. 

When Congress returns from recess on Sept. 5, it will restart the clock to the Sept. 30 deadline 

for lawmakers to pass a 2018 federal budget. Lawmakers are expected to follow years of recent 

precedent and pass a stop-gap budget measure, known as a continuing resolution or CR, to fund 

the government at the level of the previous year and prevent new start programs unless 

exceptions are made. 

Comptroller David Norquist told Defense News in an Aug. 23 interview that he “wouldn’t be 

surprised” if Congress opts for a CR at the end of September, when the fiscal year ends. 

http://www.defensenews.com/author/joe-gould
http://www.defensenews.com/pentagon/2017/08/24/pentagon-comptroller-preparing-for-short-term-continuing-resolution/


On Wednesday, McCain, R-Ariz., and Reed, D-R.I., the chairman and ranking member of the 

SASC, respectfully, made public an Aug. 29 letter they sent Mattis asking him to tell them by 

Sept. 8 what three- and six-month CRs would mean to the military. They mean to press 

congressional leaders to start budget negotiations that will ease statutory budget caps for defense 

and nondefense spending. 

“It is long past time for Congress and the White House to begin serious negotiations on a budget 

deal,” McCain said in a statement. “We know from previous testimony before the Senate Armed 

Services Committee that continuing resolutions have significant negative impacts on our 

military. If this is the path Congress decides to take, we must know the consequences we are 

choosing for our men and women in uniform.” 

The two lawmakers warn that failing to reach a budget agreement will amount to billions in cuts 

to the defense budget, which the Pentagon “can ill afford at a time of diminished readiness, 

strained modernization, and increasing operations.” 

“As the Senate prepares to consider a continuing resolution for fiscal year 2018, we believe it 

would be prudent to have a concrete understanding of its impacts on the military,” the letter 

reads. “Therefore, we ask that you provide the committee members with an in-depth list of 

impacts on the military — including military branches, defense-wide agencies, and combatant 

commands — for a 3-month and a 6-month continuing resolution.” 

The timing of the government’s budget has been delayed all year. The Trump administration 

delivered its budget to Congress months later than regular order would entail, and Congress then 

spent most of the summer embroiled in the fight over health care reform before exiting for the 

August recess. 

Sign up for our Daily News Roundup - The top Defense News stories of the day 

Subscribe For more newsletters click here 

When lawmakers return in September, they will have to work out not just the budget fight but 

also the question of raising the debt ceiling and deal with push from the White House for new 

infrastructure and tax legislation — all of which combines to leave the expectation for many that 

Congress will put together a short-term CR and kick the can down the road for weeks, if not 

months. 

Earlier this month, Mattis called the idea of a CR ”about as unwise as can be” and pledged that 

he would be lobbying Capitol Hill to try and avoid such a situation.  

If Congress fails to act, or U.S. President Donald Trump blocks that action, it could result in a 

government shutdown. Congress watchers, however, view that as an unlikely prospect. 

The last extended government shutdown, in October 2013, resulted in unpaid furloughs for 

civilian workers at the departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs. 

Service members’ duties continued uninterrupted, but some military pay and benefits were 

delayed during the 18-day shutdown. In addition, services like daycare and commissary 

operations on military installations were disrupted or cut back 

 

http://link.defensenews.com/join/5ba/sign-up


New Veterans for Christ, Inc. Chapter coming soon in Bethlehem, Ga. 

 

The Veterans for Christ, Inc. will be starting a new chapter in the Athens area in the coming 

months to help veterans less fortunate than ourselves.   

 

For further information on this new chapter email David McKinney at gtp0.148@gmail.com 

 ha\\ 

  Veterans Affairs 

YOU TOO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.  

 

Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $120.00 

which can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online 

through our PayPal account.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. 

Your tax deductible membership fee will support the VFC mission.   

 

All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC; feel free to ask 

questions and learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does. Please 

browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on many 

subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of service and links 

to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of information.  

 

Our monthly meetings are held at God’s Amazing Grace Christian Ministries, Inc. 3675 

Covington Highway, Second floor, Decatur, Ga. 30032.  Our meetings are the third Tuesday of 

every month and start at 6:30 (PM) for approximately one hour and a half, unless otherwise 

advertised.  We will be respectful of your time.  

 

Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to communicating and fellowshipping 

with you soon.   We are looking for a corporate sponsor for our VFC Gerald Prince College 

Scholarship which is donated each September at our Anniversary Luncheon 

 

“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 

 

Sincerely,  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 

President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 

www.veteransforchristinc.org 
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