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                      VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.    
P.O. BOX 362234 

DECATUR, GA. 30036 
 
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><  
 
April 30, 2017 
 
My fellow Veterans, grace and peace to you and your family.   
	

Vet who claimed bogus Purple Heart for VA benefits gets 21 
months in prison 
 
A former Marine who fraudulently claimed to have been awarded a Purple Heart to 
obtain additional pension benefits is headed to federal prison.  
 
Brandon Ryan Blackstone, 35, was sentenced to 21 months in prison on April 21 after 
pleading guilty to one count of wire fraud and one count of fraudulent representation 
about the receipt of a military decoration for financial gain in U.S. District Court for 
Northern Texas.    
 
Blackstone, who served in the Marines from 2004 to 2006, pleaded guilty in September 
2016 as part of a plea deal admitting that he falsely claimed injuries sustained in Iraq 
from an anti-tank mine explosion on Department of Veterans Affairs forms for 
compensation and/or pension benefits.  

 

 
Federal Times 
Clinic owner pleads guilty to using defrocked doc for VA exams 
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In a further effort to obtain the benefits, Blackstone also admitted to providing forged 
and falsified witness statements of the explosion to VA officials in October 2006. He 
began receiving disability benefits the following month.  
 
Later, in February 2012, Blackstone applied online for assistance from the Military 
Warrior Support Foundation, a charity non-profit that provides mortgage-free housing 
wounded veterans and Gold Star families.  
 
On the application, he claimed to have been awarded Purple Heart Medal as a result of 
the bogus injuries and was awarded a home in Fort Worth, Texas, in November 2012.  
 
Blackstone was set to receive the title of the home from Military Warrior Support 
Foundation on November 2015, but a Nov. 22 Dallas Morning News story said other 
Marines tipped the charity off that his claims were fake, possibly lifted from the story of 
another Marine, Casey Owens, who committed suicide in 2014.  
 
When confronted by officials from the nonprofit Blackstone admitted to the fraud, the 
story said.  
 
The FBI and the VA’s Office of Inspector General later investigated the case. 
Blackstone has been in prison since February for violations of his pretrial conditions.  
 
 

Vet 'dumbfounded' after VA drops ball on brain mass diagnosis 

U.S. Marine combat vet Brian Callahan sat in stunned silence. A doctor at 
Massachusetts General Hospital had just asked him what the Veterans Administration 
thought about a brain mass he spotted on Callahan’s MRIs. 

“I looked at him and I said, ‘Excuse me?’ ” said Callahan, who was seeing the growth for 
the first time on the neuroendocrinologist’s screen. “He just kept pointing at it with a 
mouse on all the scans. He just kept looking at me going, ‘And the VA’s never said 
anything?’ He was dumbfounded.” 

Callahan felt a moment of vindication, then fear, then anger. 

“The VA kept telling me that, you know, there’s really nothing wrong,” he said. “I was 
like, finally, I’m not crazy. This is something that’s really going on ... I was horrified.” 
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ADVERTISING 

The 30-year-old former lance corporal from Dracut had been a machine gunner with 3/8 
Marines in Iraq and Afghanistan. He had been rattled by several improvised explosive 
device blasts, and got a concussion from one. His November 2016 visit to Mass 
General was the first time the VA’s images of his brain were reviewed by a non-VA 
doctor. 

In the six years Callahan had been going to VA hospitals in Jamaica Plain and West 
Roxbury for treatment of debilitating seizures, he had never been told anything about 
the mass, which is benign and located between his pituitary gland and ocular nerve. He 
said the VA docs always chalked up his symptoms to stress, migraines or vertigo, and 
told him they couldn’t see anything amiss on his brain. 

Callahan — with a faulty diagnosis and a low disability rating — continued to struggle 
with the seizures, lost his job at a diesel trucking company and went on Mass Health, 
through which he ended up at Mass General. 

Latest GI Bill fight could sideline a host of planned reforms 
By: Leo Shane III, April 27, 2017 (Photo Credit: zimmytws/Getty 
Images via iStockphoto 
 
WASHINGTON — Plans for GI Bill reforms this year are all but dead after a high-profile, 
emotional fight among veterans advocates in recent days over proposed dramatic 
changes to the popular benefit.  
 
The conflict comes after months of behind-the-scenes work testing the idea of charging 
future active-duty troops for an improved veterans education benefit, a proposal that 
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proved more controversial when it became public sooner than supporters had 
anticipated. 
 
 

 
 
 
But a casualty of the fight may be a series of less sensational changes to veterans’ 
education benefits that a host of advocacy groups had hoped to push through Congress 
this year.  
 
Now, the legislative appetite for those moves appears gone. House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee Chairman Phil Roe, R-Tenn., called the strong negative response from 
some groups to the pay-in idea “a giant step backwards” for GI Bill debate on Capitol 
Hill this year.  
 
“We’ve got plenty of other issues before us already,” he said. “We have to fix the (VA) 
Choice program. There are big IT issues to fix at VA.  
 
“We can’t let one issue suck up all the oxygen in the room.” 
 
Veterans groups on both sides of the fight say they’re hopeful they can change Roe’s 
mind. Still, his comments are a stark change from the multiple GI Bill roundtables held 
by the committee since January, where a host of veterans groups offered ideas on 
possible improvements to the education benefits.  
 
They include expanding eligibility to certain reservists currently excluded from the Post-
9/11 GI Bill — a benefit that awards 36 months of tuition and a monthly housing stipend 
to all eligible troops, with no pay in — and more money for scholarships for families of 
service members killed on duty. 
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Those plans have broad support in the veterans community, but they also come with a 
problematic price tag. Officials at Student Veterans of America estimate that package of 
expansion ideas will cost about $3 billion over the next decade, a significant amount for 
a Republican-run Congress eyeing the federal deficit.  
 
Attempts to pass similar changes last year were stalled when lawmakers linked the 
funding to trims in the current GI Bill. A House proposal to cut housing stipends for 
dependents of veterans using the benefits was met with protests on Capitol Hill. A 
Senate plan to reduce all housing stipends by a small percentage received an even 
harsher response.  
 
Officials at SVA in recent years have viewed those proposals not as temporary 
problems but as long-term threats to the existence of the Post-9/11 GI Bill.  
 
“It’s naive to think the support for veterans will always be as high as it is now,” said Will 
Hubbard, SVA’s vice president of government affairs. “We’ve seen cuts to the benefit in 
the past.  
 
“Some are saying there is no wolf lurking. I hate to say it, but it’s a real thing.” 
 
Military Times 
There's a plan in Congress to start charging troops for their GI Bill benefits 
The response from SVA — founded as part of the 2008 debate over improving veterans’ 
education benefits — has been their “Forever GI Bill” campaign.  
 
That includes significant research work proving the value of the benefit in terms of 
veterans’ graduation and employment rates, as well as an attempt to shift public 
perception of the tuition payouts from a wartime benefit (the Post-9/11 GI Bill was 
passed in large part as a recruiting tool at the height of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars) 
to a benefit for military service anytime.  
 
It also envisions consolidating all of the existing GI Bill benefits into a single offering, 
with generous post-9/11 benefit payouts as a framework for the new program. That 
provision includes a pay-in of $2,400 from future troops to be eligible to collect the 
benefit after service, which sparked the controversy.  
 
Hubbard said the pay-in idea is similar to how previous benefits, in particular the the 
Montgomery GI Bill, were handled. Not only would it raise money for the desired 
expansions, Hubbard argued, but it would also make it more difficult for lawmakers to 
trim benefits later because of the personal investment involved.  
 
But it’s a significant shift in how the GI Bill is viewed by many in the Iraq and 
Afghanistan generation of veterans. When the new benefit was approved by Congress 
in 2008, basing the entitlement on military service time instead of troops’ contributions 
was a key focus for many advocates.  
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Last year, officials at Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America publicly stated they will 
oppose any cuts or pay-ins for the education benefit. Leaders at Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and the American Legion expressed concerns with the idea of a pay-in during the 
congressional roundtables in recent months.  
 
But lawmakers and supporters of the idea drafted legislation earlier this month on the 
topic and scheduled a hearing for April 26 for a formal public debate on the idea. 
Opponents took that as a signal the idea was gaining momentum and their objections 
were being ignored.  
 
“We were very honest all along that we would be opposed to this,” said Kayda Keleher, 
legislative associate for Veterans of Foreign Wars. “We felt it was best that we let it be 
known publicly where we stood before the hearing took place.”  
 

 

 
Military Times 
(IAVA to Congress: Don't cut the Post-9/11 GI Bill — ever) 
That response took the form of a scathing news release April 18, labeling the idea “a tax 
on troops” that named Roe as the author of the draft bill (his staff said he did not intend 
on sponsoring the legislation) and accusing lawmakers of looking to find savings at the 
expense of veterans.  
 
Within hours, officials with Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America released a similar 
statement repeating the “tax” line. Leaders from veterans groups involved accused each 
other of broken promises on releasing information, exaggeration and outright lies. 
Democratic lawmakers on the committee quickly distanced themselves from the idea.  
 
Within days, the hearing was canceled.  
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“This proposal was so outrageous, we doubted it would actually ever move forward to a 
public debate,” said Paul Rieckhoff, CEO of Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America. 
“Now that it has, our members and the American people have spoken, and they think it 
is unacceptable.”  
 
SVA officials have pushed back on that. Several groups — including Vietnam Veterans 
of America, Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors, the Association of the United 
States Navy and Concerned Veterans for America — have come out in favor of the pay-
in plan, at least as a general concept.  
 
And even though the hearing was meant to be the public unveiling of debate on the 
topic, its cancellation is not a death knell for the proposal, according to Hubbard.  
 
“This is just the beginning of this conversation,” Hubbard said. “We’re disappointed that 
several groups out there are not interested in having the conversation. But it’s 
something we’ll continue to look at.”  
 
Advocates in the “Forever GI Bill” camp are pressing for an open debate on the idea, 
calling it an important step toward protecting the education benefit for decades to 
come.  
 
“We can’t shut down debate before it begins and expect to help those that the GI Bill 
leaves behind,” John Rowan, national president of Vietnam Veterans of America, said in 
a statement. “We’re excited to talk about closing loopholes, and expanding and 
protecting this benefit.”  
 

 
 
Military Times 
Congress passes slimmed-down veterans reform bill 
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But they also acknowledge they need a better response to the “tax” label, which 
damaged the idea almost immediately, and a better explanation for why a change is 
needed sooner rather than later.  
 
Opponents say regardless of the marketing of the education benefit pay-in, it’s a non-
starter.  
 
Keleher said the sooner lawmakers completely dump the pay-in proposal, the sooner 
they can start looking to other areas to fund the needed GI Bill expansions. Rieckhoff 
echoed that.  
 
“The GI Bill is a cost of war,” he said. “As along as America is at war, and it looks like 
that'll be for the indefinite future, it's a price America must find a way to pay for.”  
 
But it may not be a price that’s explored much for the rest of this year. Roe said while 
he’s open to discussion on the topic in the coming months, it’s not one of the 
committee’s top priorities during that time frame.  
 
“I’m disappointed with the backlash,” he said. “Our idea was to expand benefits. We’ll 
continue to work on that.  
 
“But there are a lot of big lifts for us to do.”  
 
RT @VAVetBenefits: *PLEASE RT* Veterans Crisis Line is available for Vets in need:  
1-800-273-8255 and Press 1 or text 838255 https://t.co/2… 
 
 
Verse of the Day 

Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 
 
James 1:13-14 KJV 
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For Immediate Release 
 

Certificate & Lapel Pin Ceremony Will Honor Local Vietnam Veterans  
 

On Saturday, May 13, 2017, at 12 noon, veterans from Dunwoody and the surrounding 

area who served during the Vietnam War will have an opportunity to take part in a long overdue 

public recognition of their military service at a certificate and lapel pin presentation ceremony 

being held at the North Atlanta Church of Christ at 5676 Roberts Drive, Atlanta (30338).  The 

program is being hosted by the church’s Veterans for Christ Ministry.  

Georgia Commissioner of Veterans Service Mike Roby will present the state’s Vietnam 

War Certificate of Honor to these veterans in recognition of their service during the war. Along 

with the state certificate each veteran will receive the Defense Department Commemoration 

Vietnam War Veteran Lapel Pin.		 

“It is never the wrong time to say thank you to a veteran, and that is especially true for so 

many Vietnam War veterans who were never properly thanked when they returned home,” said 

Commissioner Roby.  “We hope to eventually present every Georgia veteran with a Certificate of 

Honor recognizing their service during the Vietnam War.” 

Local Vietnam veterans who are interested in participating in the ceremony can contact 

the GDVS Central Office via email bzeringue@vs.state.ga.us with their DD Form 214 attached or 
fax their information (name, address, and phone number) and “214” to (404) 656-7006.  Either 

way, it needs to be marked “North Atlanta Church of Christ C&P Ceremony.”  For more information 

call Brian Zeringue, GDVS Project Officer, at (404) 463-3080. 

  

Interested veterans can also contact the VFC Inc, Vice President Michael Thornton at (404) 307-

2546.  

 
Deadline to sign up is close of the business day on Thursday, May 11, 2017. 
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Every Georgia veteran with honorable service during the Vietnam War (from June 1, 1954 
to May 15, 1975, as recognized by DoD) is eligible to receive this certificate. This includes 

veterans with service in-country and those who served in other capacities. 

(MORE) 

 

Page 2 of 2 (Ceremony for Vietnam Veterans) 

 
The state’s recognition of these veterans is part of the U. S. Department of Defense’s 50th 

Anniversary Commemoration of the Vietnam War. The Georgia Department of Veterans Service 

created the Vietnam War Certificate of Honor program in partnership with the Office of Governor 

Nathan Deal.  Of the over 17,000 certificates issued since March 2015, nearly 14,000 have been 

presented in over 250 presentation ceremonies across Georgia. 

Each certificate is personalized with the Vietnam War veteran’s name, rank, branch of 

service, and dates of service printed over the Seal of the State of Georgia and includes the official 

U.S. Department of Defense’s Vietnam War Commemorative Partner logo. They are signed by 

Governor Deal and Commissioner Roby. 

Additional information about the Certificate of Honor Program and other veteran benefits 

is available at www.veterans.ga.gov. 

 
New Veterans for Christ, Inc. Chapter coming soon in Bethlehem, Ga. 
 
The Veterans for Christ, Inc will be starting a new chapter in the Athens area in the coming 
months to help veterans less fortunate than ourselves.   
For further information on this new chapter email David McKinney at gtp0.148@gmail.com 
 ha\\ 
 for Office of Veterans Affairs 
YOU TOO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.  
 
Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $120.00 
which can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online 
through our PayPal account.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. 
Your tax deductible membership fee will support the VFC mission.   
 
All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC; feel free to ask 
questions and learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does. Please 
browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on many 
subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of service and links 
to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of information.  
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Our monthly meetings are held at the Clark-Harrison Bldg. 330 W Ponce Deleon Ave. Decatur, 
Ga.  Our meetings are the third Tuesday of every month and start at 6:30 (PM) for approximately 
one hour and a half, unless otherwise advertised.  We will be respectful of your time.  
 
Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to communicating and fellowshipping 
with you soon.   We are looking for a corporate sponsor for our VFC Gerald Prince College 
Scholarship which is donated each September at our Anniversary Luncheon  
 
“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 
 
Sincerely,  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 
President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 
www.veteransforchristinc.org	


