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September 30, 2016 

 

My fellow veterans, grace and peace to you and your family.   

 

The Veterans for Christ celebrated our 8th Anniversary with an awards 

luncheon at the 57th Fighter Group Restaurant September 17th.  

 

 
Pictured are Commissioner Mike Roby & Judge JP Boulee. Our Key note speakers with VFC president Wm. Harris 

 

Our speakers were Department of Veterans Affairs Commissioner Mike Roby who 

spoke on the available benefits for eligible veterans and changes that has come 

about that will help veterans.  Judge Boulee spoke on the New Veterans Court he 

will sit on that will be opening in October for veterans that have committed 

offences that will be eligible to come before his court.  

 

 



 
 
Pictured are Commissioner Roby and Judge Boulee receiving the VFC Legacy Award from VFC 

president Wm Harris and also pictured are VFC Secretary Wynne and VA VSO Horace 

Campbell of the Conyers Dept. of Veterans Affairs Office.   

 

 
 

Panola Road Bo Jangle’s owners Mr. & Mrs. Hull our Scholarship corporate 

donator along with the Veterans for Christ donated $500.00 to Miss Zaahire, Mrs. 

Hawes daughter to help with college expenses.  Miss Zaahire is away a college and 

is not pictured.   Mr. and Mrs. Hull received a plaque for their continued support of 

the Veterans for Christ scholarship fund.  Also pictured are VFC Vice President 

Michael Thornton far left and President Wm Harris.  More pictures on our website. 

 

 

A letter for from Susan M Edmonds, Store Director Robins AFB Commissary 

 
Our next On-Site Sale in Marietta will be held 20-22 October 2016.    The address is 1901 Terrell 

Mill Rd, Suite 200 Marietta, GA  30067.    Hours for the sale are Thursday - Fri - 9:00 AM - 5:00 

PM and Sat - 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM.   Take 1-75 North to Windy Hill Rd.   Turn left onto Windy 

Hill Rd and go approximately 2 miles.   Turn right onto Cobb Parkway and go approximately 1/4 



mile.   Turn right into the Marietta Plaza.   We are located next door to Burlington Coat 

Factory.   I will forward more information early next week on the sale. 

 

We will have many of the holiday items you need for your holiday baking and cooking as well as 

gift packs. 

 

Also, we have heard your requests and are pleased to announce the Ft. Gordon Commissary will 

host an On-Site Sale at Ft. Gillem 4-5 November.   It will be located at 5015 N. 34th Street, 

Building 905 (Base Motor Pool).   This is the same building we were previously holding the sale 

in.   Hours for the sale are Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM and Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM.     More 

information will be sent out on this sale early next week also.       Mr. Howell will also be 

bringing   items for your holiday shopping as well as gift packs. 

 

For the folks in Chattanooga, Mr. Harkins is working on a sale in Chattanooga in December.  As 

soon as the dates have been approved I will be sending out more information on this sale. 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone at these sales.     Without your patronage we would not be 

able to continue these sales. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions.   I can be reached at the telephone number below 

or by e-mail at susan.edmonds2@deca.mil.  Phone 478-926-3714 

 

 

Government Shut down Looms as lawmaker spar over budget plans 

 
A 10-week budget extension to keep federal programs running through the November elections 

stalled in the Senate on Tuesday, raising the prospect of a government shutdown at the end of the 

week.  

 

The continuing resolution would have not only provided funding through Dec. 9 but also would 

have finalized more than $180 billion in Veterans Affairs and military construction money for all 

of fiscal 2017. Instead, it was sidelined over a fight between Republican and Democratic leaders 

over how to provide emergency funding for the drinking water crisis in Flint, Michigan.  

 

If a deal is not reached by midnight on Sept. 30, most federal programs would not have money to 

continue, although government workers with “essential” job functions would be required to 

continue working without pay. That includes service members and a host of key military support 

posts held by civilians.  

 

During the last extended government shutdown, in October 2013, nearly 800,000 federal 

employees were furloughed and some Veterans benefits checks were threatened.  

 

Imprisoned veterans received more than $100 million in improper 

benefits payments  
Imprisoned veterans received more than $100 million in improper benefits payments in recent 
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years because Veterans Affairs officials were too focused on bringing down the first-time claims 

backlog, according to a new report from the department’s inspector general.  

 

And that number could rise to more than $200 million in the next four years if changes aren’t 

made in how VA monitors and handles the problem.  

 

Officials from the Veterans Benefits Administration said the problem lies with incomplete 

information from the Bureau of Prisons. Beth Murphy, director of VBA’s compensation service, 

said her department is working on fixes. 

 

“We do not get the date of incarceration from (the Bureau of Prisons),” she told members of the 

House Veterans’ Affairs Committee on Tuesday. “We have to follow up on this. There are 

manual processes and time lags in getting this information.” 

 

By law, veterans jailed for more than 60 days are eligible only for compensation benefits equal 

to a 10 percent disability rating (for those already at 10 percent, it drops to 5 percent). Once 

veterans are released, they are eligible for their full benefits again.  

 

But investigators estimate almost $60 million in overpayments to veterans in federal prisons 

from fiscal 2008 to fiscal 2015, and another $44 million to veterans in state and local jails in 

2013 and 2014.  

 

“We found that VBA did not process federal incarceration adjustments primarily because they 

did not place priority on incarceration adjustments, as they do not consider these non-rating 

claims part of the disability claims backlog,” said Mike Missal, the VA inspector general.  

 

Reducing that backlog has been a major focus of the department in recent years, with the number 

of cases taking four months to process ballooning to around 611,000 in 2013. Today, that 

number is around 75,000 cases.  

 

Military Times 

Official: One-third of calls to VA suicide hotline roll over 

Murphy said part of that effort has been automating more VA systems and outside data, and 

officials hope to use those advances to correct the prison payouts problem moving forward.  

 

Lawmakers called the findings unsettling.  

 

“The veterans who received these overpayments have committed crimes, but the overpayments 

are not their fault,” said Rep. Ralph Abraham, R-La., chairman of the panel’s subcommittee on 

disability assistance. “Nothing excuses VA for failing to do its job.”  

 

Veterans sent to prison are required by law to inform VA of their legal status, but both 

lawmakers and VA officials acknowledged that is a less-than-reliable system.  

 

Military Times 
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Inquiry finds 'gross mismanagement' in costly VA hospital 

VA Inspector General Reports have estimated total improper payments for all veterans’ benefits 

programs totaled more than $1.3 billion in fiscal 2015, with the prison issue a small segment of 

that. Murphy said incarcerated veterans make up less than 1 percent of the overall population of 

individuals receiving VA benefits.  

 

Still, she conceded that the mistakes amount to a significant amount of lost taxpayer funds, and 

promised her agency will find solutions. Officials are working to recover some of those improper 

payments.   

 

“We are focused on this now,” she said. “Going forward, I will be watching this.”  

Follow @LeoShane  

   

Leo Shane III covers Congress, Veterans Affairs and the White House for Military Times. He can 

be reached at lshane@militarytimes.com.  

 
YOU TOO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.  

 

Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $120.00 

which can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online 

through our PayPal account.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. 

Your tax deductible membership fee will support the VFC mission.   

 

All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC; feel free to ask 

questions and learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does. Please 

browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on many 

subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of service and links 

to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of information.  

 

Our monthly meetings are held at the Clark-Harrison Bldg. 330 W Ponce Deleon Ave. Decatur, 

Ga.  Our meetings are the third Tuesday of every month and start at 6:30 (PM) for approximately 

one hour and a half, unless otherwise advertised.  We will be respectful of your time.  

 

Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to communicating and fellowshipping 

with you soon.   We are looking for a corporate sponsor for our VFC Gerald Prince College 

Scholarship which is donated each September at our Anniversary Luncheon  

 

“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 

 

Sincerely,  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 

President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 

www.veteransforchristinc.org 
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