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                      VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.    

P.O. BOX 362234 

DECATUR, GA. 30036 
 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><  

 

February 29, 2016 

 

My fellow veterans, grace and peace to you and your family.   

 

VA watchdog releases reports on wait-time manipulations 
 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Reports documenting scheduling problems and wait-time manipulation 

at the Department of Veterans Affairs are being made public, as the agency's internal watchdog 

bows to pressure from members of Congress and others to improve transparency. 

The VA's Office of Inspector General released 11 reports Monday outlining problems at VA 

hospitals and clinics in Florida. The reports are the first of 77 investigations to be made public 

over the next few months. 

The reports detail chronic delays for veterans seeking medical care and falsified records covering 

up the long waits. Intentional misconduct was substantiated in 51 of 77 completed investigations. 

A scandal over veterans' health care emerged in Phoenix nearly two years ago following 

complaints that as many as 40 patients died while awaiting care at the city's VA hospital.  

A 2014 report by the inspector general's office said workers at the Phoenix hospital falsified 

waiting lists while their supervisors looked the other way or even directed it, resulting in chronic 

delays for veterans seeking care. Similar problems were discovered at VA medical centers 

nationwide, affecting thousands of veterans and prompting an outcry in Congress that continues 

as lawmakers and agency leaders struggle over how to improve the VA. 

Lawmakers have directed some of their ire at the inspector general's office, saying the agency's 

acting chief has not moved fast enough to make its reports public. 

Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., has placed a hold on President Barack Obama's nominee to be the 

agency's next inspector general because she is concerned the IG's office is keeping Congress and 

the public in the dark about the VA's problems. 
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"We can provide better care to veterans if the VA inspector general's office is willing to partner 

with Congress to address the problems at VA that prevent timely, high-quality care," Baldwin 

said in a statement. She vowed to hold up Obama's nomination of Michael Missal to serve as 

inspector general until she receives a commitment that the office "will change business as usual 

and start releasing these reports publicly" in a timely manner. 

The IG's office said Monday it will release the investigative reports on a state-by-state basis over 

the next few months. Reports released Monday were all completed in 2014. 

The VA said in a statement that it requested the investigations almost two years ago, adding that 

numerous steps have been taken since then to increase accountability and improve training. 

"Since 2014, VA has been working diligently to increase access to care and improve scheduling 

processes. We have increased capacity, both inside VA and by relying on more community care 

resulting in almost 20 million additional hours of care for veterans," the statement said. 

 

Wounded Warrior charity downgraded 
Watchdog group calls for more accountability at Florida nonprofit 

 
By Jeff McDonald | 3:44 p.m. Feb. 29, 2016 

A San Diego nonprofit that evaluates military charities and recommends them 

for support is criticizing spending practices at the Wounded Warrior Project.  

The Patriots Initiative, which relies on both qualitative and quantitative 

research to judge the effectiveness of charities that serve veterans and 

members of the armed forces, said there is no excuse for certain spending by 

Wounded Warrior officials, recently reported in the media. 

“We saw the need to simplify the philanthropic process for military donors and 

focus on connecting Americans with the most trustworthy, impactful and 

accountable nonprofits,” said Greg Hillgren, Patriots Initiative chairman. 

“Unfortunately, the Wounded Warrior Project consistently failed to satisfy 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/staff/jeff-mcdonald/
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/staff/jeff-mcdonald/
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many of the required criteria we consider necessary for donor engagement and 

success.” 

In this Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2016 photo, veteran Steve Pyle of DeLand, Fla., attended the Great Florida Cattle Drive 

2016, in Kenansville, Fla., with the Wounded Warrior Project. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)The Associated Press 

The Wounded Warrior Project did not respond to questions about its 

removal from the Patriots Initiative list of accredited charities. 

The Florida nonprofit, which raised hundreds of millions of dollars over the 

past decade to serve injured and traumatized veterans and service members, 

was the subject of a widely circulated CBS News investigation last month. 

Among other things, organization spending on travel and conferences climbed 

from $1.7 million in 2010 to $26 million in 2014, CBS News reported. 

http://www.thepatriotsinitiative.org/latestupdates/nextpage.htm?NewsID=33400
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/cbs-news-investigates-wounded-warrior-project-spending/
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In 2014, the Wounded Warrior Project was included in a U-T Watchdog 

report about spending practices at charities dedicated to serving veterans. 

That report showed Wounded Warrior spent $31.7 million on fundraising in 

the same year it spent $17.7 million on grants to needy veterans. 

The charity defended the spending at the time. 

“When you limit your growth in infrastructure and fundraising, you may have 

a lot of good intentions but you’re not going to help a lot of people,” 

spokeswoman Jessie Gueterman said. 

Hillgren, of The Patriots Initiative, said the Wounded Warrior Project’s intent 

is good but its execution has been lacking. 

“We hope that WWP will take immediate steps to redirect its operational 

metrics and begin to adhere to ‘best practices’ in the years ahead,” he said.  

COLUMBUS — A Marine Corps veteran says he became a 

random target in the Short North and police are consulting with prosecutors to determine if the 

case is a hate crime. Grant Gray enlisted in the Marines in 2011 and served seven months in 

Afghanistan last year. "My job in the Marine Corps was the 7-51. It's aircraft rescue and 

firefighting," Gray told ABC 6/FOX 28 from his home near Lima. "Pretty much rescuing 

downed pilots when they crash."  

 

He's now studying sports management at Miami University and has been thinking about 

transferring to OSU for business. He came here to Columbus out homes and apartments Friday.  

But he says rather than finding support, he was the recipient of hate. "I don't remember too much 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2014/nov/10/veterans-charities-dont-all-make-the-grade/
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2014/nov/10/veterans-charities-dont-all-make-the-grade/
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because I have a pretty severe concussion," Gray said.  Gray went to the Pint House in the Short 

North Friday night with his high school friend. He stepped outside to make a call when he said 

he was approached and beaten unconscious. Gray said he remembered waking up at Grant 

Medical Center with the concussion and broken nose. 

Police say a responding officer to the attack noted seeing Gray stumbling around disoriented. He 

went to the officer, stated he was a former Marine and said he was punched by three black men 

who kept referring to him as "white."  The attackers took none of Gray's belongings. "I even had 

an Apple watch on and they didn't steal that," Gray said.  Gray will now miss a least a week of 

class at Miami University and is scheduled for reconstructive surgery next week. He's hoping 

anyone with information will come forward as police say they've made no arrests. "I'm not going 

to lie to you. I have a concussion and I really don't know the full details," Gray said. 

VA proposes disciplinary action against nurse 

accused of being drunk on the job 
PLAINS TWP. — The Department of Veterans Affairs announced Monday that it had begun 

disciplinary action against a nurse at its Wilkes-Barre Medical Center who allegedly assisted 

with a surgery while drunk. 

Richard J. Pieri, 50, had been charged Feb. 17 with reckless endangerment, driving under the 

influence and public drunkenness after an incident in which he allegedly staggered back into the 

hospital after drinking four or five beers at Mohegan Sun Pocono casino in nearby Plains 

Township. 

VA officials said Pieri was issued a notice Saturday of the proposed disciplinary action, which 

could see him “removed” from the medical center. 

The department said the behavior violated its core values of “integrity, commitment and 

excellence,” and that officials were still trying to identify anyone who may have “been aware of 

the situation and failed to act.” 

By Geri Gibbons - ggibbons@timesleader.com 

 

http://timesleader.com/news/515090/nurse-accused-of-aiding-in-emergency-surgery-at-wilkes-barre-veterans-administration-medical-center-while-under-the-influence-of-alcohol
http://timesleader.com/news/515090/nurse-accused-of-aiding-in-emergency-surgery-at-wilkes-barre-veterans-administration-medical-center-while-under-the-influence-of-alcohol
http://timesleader.com/news/local/517299/va-begins-disciplinary-action-against-wilkes-barre-medical-center-nurse-who-allegedly-assisted-with-surgery-while-drunk
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Novato man fights for brother to be 
included on Vietnam memorial wall 
For years, Novato resident and Vietnam War veteran Jim Reilly had no interest in visiting the 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall. 

Jim Reilly of Novato is trying to get his brother’s name on the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial Wall. Lawrence Reilly, Jr. died along with 73 others during a training exercise accident in 

the South China Sea in 1969. Their names were not placed on the wall because their deaths occurred outside 

of the war’s conflict zone. 

Seeing the names of those he had known inscribed on the granite wall in Washington D.C. would 

have been too difficult, he said. 

When Reilly did at last visit it in 1999, he was shocked. The name of his younger brother was 

missing. The 20-year-old died, along with 73 others, aboard the USS Frank E. Evans in an accidental 

collision in the South China Sea in 1969. 

As he would learn, the omission of Lawrence Reilly Jr.’s name, and those of the other fallen men — 

dubbed “The Lost 74” — was no accident. Now 47 years since his brother’s death, Reilly, 70, is not 

done fighting. He is involved in a campaign to have the names of those killed aboard the USS Evans 

added to the wall. 

“Ultimately, of course we’d like the 74 names added to the wall,” Reilly said. “Space is going to be a 

problem so it may be necessary to make some kind of accommodation. Whatever accommodation 

needs to be made, it should be made.” 

In the early hours of June 3, 1969, the USS Evans, a Navy destroyer carrying 272 men, was ripped in 

two during Operation Sea Spirit, a training exercise involving more than 40 ships of allied countries. 

After one flawed move by the USS Evans 225 miles off the coast of Vietnam, the HMAS Melbourne, 

an Australian carrier, tore into the ship, killing 74 men. The brothers’ father, Lawrence Reilly Sr., was 

also aboard the ship as a U.S. Navy master chief, but survived. 
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Those who died were not included among the more than 58,000 names on the memorial wall, 

completed in 1982, because the incident did not occur within the war’s combat zone. The ship was 

125 miles outside of the designated war zone when it went down, according to Louise Esola, who 

wrote about the incident in “American Boys: The True Story of the Lost 74 of the Vietnam War.” 

PAST SUPPORT 

Secretaries of defense have before publicly expressed support for the men’s names to be added to the 

wall. Former defense secretary Chuck Hagel is reported to have said that just because the ship sunk 

outside the designated war zone “shouldn’t preclude them from having their sacrifice memorialized 

on that wall.” But still the names have not been added. 

Reilly said that although the men were not inside the war zone at the time of their deaths, they were 

deeply involved in the war effort and should qualify for the wall. One month before the collision, the 

ship and its crew were part of a major offensive and provided gunfire support to U.S. troops off 

Vietnam. 

“We all considered (the Evans collision) a Vietnam-connected incident,” he said. “The ship had left 

Long Beach to go to Vietnam and never came back.” 

Before the ship’s sinking, those who served aboard the vessel were awarded a Vietnam Service Medal 

for their contributions to the war effort, he said. 

Advertisement 
PITCH TO OBAMA 

After learning about the USS Frank E. Evans Association, dedicated to the men who served on the 

ship, Reilly began working with its members to push for the inclusion of names. 

In 2012 he made an attempt of his own, putting together an extensive package that included images 

of his lanky younger brother in his U.S. Navy uniform wearing thick-rimmed glasses. A sharp dresser 

who enjoyed donning suits and ties, his brother had a hard time fitting in during high school after 

the family moved from New York to Southern California. But once he went aboard the USS Evans 

along with his father, he felt at home, his brother recalled. 

The package, addressed to President Barack Obama, included a letter asking the president to use his 

executive authority to add the names to the wall. Months later, he received a card from the White 

House that read, “thanks for your gift.” 

Steve Kraus, vice president of the USS Frank E. Evans Association and a signalman aboard the ship 

during the collision, said family members of those killed have been fighting to get the names on the 

wall since the wall was first erected. After learning the Department of Defense calls the shots, 
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members began pushing for the department to re-examine the criteria for inclusion. The group has 

been party to House and Senate bills requesting the inclusion, but none has passed. 

“A number of relatives have lost parents and have lived 45-plus years with an open-ended case for 

why theirs didn’t get recognition but everyone else did,” Kraus said. 

SCHUMER LETTER 

Sen. Charles Schumer, D-New York, on Thursday announced his office sent a letter to Secretary of 

Defense Ashton Carter asking for the names of the 74 men, including some from his state, to be 

added to the wall. 

“By withholding their names from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, we are denying the deceased 

crewmembers of the USS Frank E. Evans the proper recognition for their brave and noble service,” 

Schumer’s letter reads. 

Jim Reilly said the senator’s voice is perhaps the most influential yet to publicly stand in support. He 

is hopeful the message will motivate Department of Defense officials to at last agree to add the 

names. 

He wishes his now 91-year-old father will one day be able to see his late son’s name inscribed on the 

wall. 

“We’ve been losing that generation person after person,” he said. “My mom died three years ago. 

Other parents have died in past years and have missed the opportunity to see their sons’ names on 

the wall. ... The sooner the better. The previous generation won’t be around much longer.” 

The Long Beach Press Telegram contributed to this report. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

 

Stephanie Weldy covers San Rafael and Novato news for the Marin IJ. Follow Stephanie on 

Twitter: @StephanieWeldy1  

 

Injured Marine to receive new house from nonprofit  

 
A Marine formerly based at Camp Pendleton who lost both legs and suffered 
Severe brain injury serving in Afghanistan will receive a mortgage-free house 

http://twitter.com/StephanieWeldy1
http://twitter.com/StephanieWeldy1
http://www.marinij.com/staff/1002
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from nonprofit Homes for Our Troops. 
 

 Sgt. Toran Gaal, right thanks the Navy Corpsman (medic), who saved his life by rendering essential battlefield first a id. 
 

Sgt. Toran Gaal was serving with the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines in Sangin, Afghanistan, 

when an improvised explosive device exploded by him in June 2011. It was his third 

deployment.  Set on recovery, Gaal was using his prosthetics by January 2012. He has 

interned with several publicly traded companies and worked in the House of Representatives 

with Congressman Duncan D. Hunter. In summer 2015, Gaal hand-cycled across the country 

to raise money and awareness about fellow injured veterans. He recently earned a bachelor’s 

degree in business. He serves as a volunteer for the Escondido Police Athletic League and 

coaches basketball for grade-school children.  The Taunton, Mass.-based nonprofit builds 

homes for service members who lost limbs in combat. 

The nonprofit held a kickoff ceremony for the the home building for Gaal at a ceremony at 

the Park Avenue Community Center in Escondido. He and his family were escorted to the 

event by members of the Escondido Police Department, Escondido Fire Department and 

American Legion riders. 

linda.mcintosh@sduniontribune.com 
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Verse of the Day 

Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 

covered.  Romans 4:7 KJV 

 

 

YOU TOO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.  

 

Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $120.00 

which can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online 

through our PayPal account.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. 

Your tax deductible membership fee will support the VFC mission.   

 

All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC; feel free to ask 

questions and learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does. Please 

browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on many 

subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of service and links 

to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of information.  

 

Our monthly meetings are held at the Clark-Harrison Bldg. 330 W Ponce Deleon Ave. Decatur, 

Ga.  Our meetings are the third Tuesday of every month and start at 6:30 (PM) for approximately 

one hour and a half, unless otherwise advertised.  We will be respectful of your time.  

 

Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to communicating and fellowshipping 

with you soon.   We are looking for a corporate sponsor for our VFC Gerald Prince College 

Scholarship which is donated each September at our Anniversary Luncheon  

 

“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 

 

Sincerely,  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 

President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 

VFCpresident1@gmail.com 

http://www.veteransforchristinc.org/
mailto:VFCpresident1@gmail.com

