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August 31, 2016 

 

My fellow veterans, grace and peace to you and your family.   

 

VA program to provide service dogs for some veterans with mental 

health conditions. 
 

Veterans with mental disorders that prevent them from leaving their homes or moving around may 

qualify for a service dog under a new Veterans Affairs program introduced this month.  

 

VA officials said Tuesday that a Service Dog Benefits pilot will cover the veterinary costs of a service 

dog for a veteran with a mental health condition that limits their mobility.  

 

This would include patients whose medical teams believe their lives would be improved by a dog that 

can help get them out of bed each morning, go outside, shop or go to social functions.  

 

While VA already covers veterinary care for service dogs that assist blind or deaf veterans and those 

with mobility restrictions caused by a physical disability, the pilot marks the first time the benefit is 

being extended to veterans whose primary diagnosis is a mental health disorder, said Dr. Harold 

Kudler, chief medical consultant for the Veterans Health Administration.  

 

Kudler said many mental health conditions, including anxiety, depression, schizophrenia and post-

traumatic stress disorder, can limit a sufferer's mobility.  

 

"A number of disorders can [impair or restrict access], leave you house-bound or restrict your 

movement to a room of your house or even a chair. These are mobility limitations,” Kudler said.  

 

A dog trained in mobility services can provide support and assistance to patients who need it, he added.  

 

Under the pilot, interested veterans will be assessed by their VA medical team to determine whether 

they would benefit from a service dog, whether they can care for the dog and what goals would be 

achieved by having a dog.  

 

http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/benefits/health-care/2015/05/10/ptsd-service-dogs-va-perdue/70944650/
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MilitaryTimes   New studies focus on service dogs and PTSD 

 

A consult then would be sent to the VA’s national Prosthetics and Sensory Aids office, which would 

refer the veteran to Assistance Dogs International, an organization that contracts with the VA to 

manage the pairing and training of a veteran and a dog.  

 

VA will cover the cost of travel to get the dog and veterinary care and equipment such as harnesses or 

backpacks for the animal. ADI organizations usually provide the dog at no cost to a veteran. The 

veteran is responsible for the costs of food, over-the-counter medications, grooming, boarding and any 

other dog-related expenses.  

 

The pilot, created by the new VA Center for Compassionate Innovation, expects to enroll up to 100 

veterans from around the country, at an estimated total cost of $230,000 per year.  

 

Veterans are encouraged to talk to their mental health doctors and treatment teams if they are 

interested, said Leila Jackson, director of the VHA Center for Compassionate Innovation  

 

“We said 100 veterans will participate because we want to be able learn from the pilot to see if this 

really will help,” Jackson said. “We are sharing information to get the word out so veterans will know 

about it.”  

 

The pilot is separate from an ongoing study at VA on the effectiveness of dogs for treating PTSD. That 

research, which has paired 67 veterans with service dogs and companion dogs, seeks to determine 

whether trained service dogs are more effective in helping a veteran manage PTSD symptoms than an 

“emotional support dog,” otherwise known as a pet.  

 

MilitaryTimes 

VA to expand facility access to service dogs 

 

Preliminary findings of that study are expected in 2018.  

 

http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/benefits/health-care/2015/05/10/ptsd-service-dogs-va-perdue/70944650/
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/benefits/health-care/2015/05/10/ptsd-service-dogs-va-perdue/70944650/
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/2014/11/21/va-access-service-dogs/19357247/
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/2014/11/21/va-access-service-dogs/19357247/
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/2014/11/21/va-access-service-dogs/19357247/
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/2014/11/21/va-access-service-dogs/19357247/
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/benefits/health-care/2015/05/10/ptsd-service-dogs-va-perdue/70944650/
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Kudler said the pilot specifically targets mobility issues related to mental health conditions because by 

regulation, VA only can cover the veterinary costs of service dogs for visual, hearing or mobility 

disabilities. Including mobility limitations tied to mental health disorders was the fastest way to extend 

the service dog benefit to these patients, according to Kudler.  

 

Kudler said said that for some patients, like a former World War II prisoner of war he treated early in 

his career, the pilot could prove to be a great benefit.  

 

“He would go to the grocery store and fill up the shopping cart and then get in line, and at that point, 

the anxiety built because he was trapped in line," Kudler recalled. "So he would just up and leave the 

groceries, get in his car and go home. I honestly believe a dog would have been a very big help for that 

man."  

By: Patricia Kime, August 24, 2016 (Photo Credit: Defense Department/Roger Wollenberg)  
 

 

The Veterans for Christ, Inc. will celebrate our 8th anniversary Awards 

Luncheons at the 57th Fighter Group Restaurant, 3829 Clairmont Rd, Atlanta, 

GA 30341, Decatur, Ga.  30030.  See any VFC member for Tickets listed on our 

website 
Our Key Note Speakers are Veterans Affairs Commissioner  

Mike Roby and DeKalb, Co. Judge Ronald Ramsey. 

                                                 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will donate a $500.00 College Scholarship to an eligible 

Veteran Dependent Student and Raffle a laptop. 
 

 

Military Family Support Center, 1901 Terrell Mill Road, Ste. 200 Marietta, Ga. 

30067 

 
Take I-75 North to Windy Hill Rd (Exit 260).  Turn left onto Windy Hill Rd.  Go about 2 miles to Cobb 

Parkway.   Turn right on Cobb Parkway.   Go about 1/4 mile.  On the right you will see Marietta 

Plaza. Turn right into Marietta Plaza (There is a Burlington Coat Factory in this mall).  We are located 

next door to the Burlington Coat Factory. 

http://www.militarytimes.com/author/patricia-kime
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Opening Dates 

Thursday – Friday        0900 to 1700  

Saturday                       0900 to 1500  

 

Sept 15-17, 2016, Oct 20-22, 2016 , Nov 17-19, 2016, Dec 15-17, 2016     

Susan Edmonds, Store Director Robins Commissary, 404 296-3714 

 

For pretending to be someone they weren’t, these five men paid the 

price of humiliation by the justice system.  

Nowadays, individuals accused of falsely claiming to have served in the military or received military 

decorations are easily and swiftly humiliated in videos popping up all over the internet. They are ridiculed and 

chastised for committing acts of so-called “stolen valor” — taking credit for serving in the military, or receiving 

a medal, that they never earned. 

 

Typically, this humiliation occurs outside of the justice system, since the Stolen Valor Act of 2005 

criminalizing stolen valor claims was declared unconstitutional in 2012. However, a new Stolen Valor Act 

signed into law in 2013 subjects an individual to a fine and/or imprisonment if they demonstrated an intent to 

receive tangible benefits, such as money or property, from their false claims. 

Below are five rare cases where men accused of stolen valor-related crimes faced more creative, and sometimes 

humiliating, consequences within the legal system. 

 

 
 

1. The fake Medal of Honor recipient who was required to write 174 apology letters. 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-109publ437/html/PLAW-109publ437.htm
https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/258
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For the better part of a decade, Jackie Stern proudly wore his Medal of Honor in public speeches, parades, and 

while bragging to anyone in his Florida community about his heroic action as a Korean War Army captain, 

CNN reported. Stern bought the real medal at a New Jersey military memorabilia show in 1986 for $500, 

according to the Miami Herald. 

A sheriff’s detective checked Stern’s record and found he had served in the Army in the 1950s but never 

stepped foot in Korea, saw combat, or advanced beyond the rank of private. Stern also pretended to be a Purple 

Heart recipient, former prisoner of war, ex-police detective and, of all things one can lie about, a karate 

champion. 

For wearing the Medal of Honor without authorization and altering his military discharge records in order to 

drive his car with a special Purple Heart license plate, Stern was sentenced to write a slew of apology letters. 

First, the judge ordered him to publish a public letter of apology in a quarter-page newspaper advertisement 

featured in the Sun-Sentinel newspaper on Memorial Day in 1997. Additionally, as that same newspaper 

reported, Stern was required to write personal apology letters to all 174 living Medal of Honor recipients. 

Lastly, Stern was ordered to volunteer at a Veterans Administration hospital for 250 hours and submit himself 

to mental health treatment. 

“I know that my actions have cheapened the honor of those who have received this valiant award and my pitiful 

attempt and selfish quest for family recognition has tarnished the dignity of all the brave men and women whom 

this medal was legitimately bestowed,” Stern wrote in the public apology letter published on Memorial Day, 

according to the Chicago Tribune. 

2. The police officer forced to trade in his uniform for scrubs. 

Eric Piotrowski served as a Marine from 1986 to 1991 and later as a police officer with the California 

Exposition & State Fair Police Department. But he forever tarnished that record of public service by pretending 

to be a decorated war hero, according to an account by Marine Corps Times. 

He created a fraudulent Silver Star citation for a made-up action during the first Gulf War, stating that he 

exposed himself to cover an American anti-tank team and guided comrades through enemy defenses near 

Kuwait International Airport.  

 

Although Piotrowski never served in Kuwait during that war, the unsuspecting California Department of 

Veterans Affairs honored him for his supposed bravery in 2007. California VA Undersecretary Roger 

Brautigan, a retired two-star Army general, personally presented the Silver Star award in Piotrowski’s home. 

http://www.cnn.com/US/9612/04/medal.without.honor/
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/1996-12-04/news/9612040073_1_medals-of-honor-medals-and-insignia-memorial-day
http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/1996-12-09/news/9612060273_1_congressional-medal-sentencing-seltzer
http://articles.sun-sentinel.com/1996-12-09/news/9612060273_1_congressional-medal-sentencing-seltzer
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1997-05-27/news/9705270174_1_apologizes-korean-war-jackie-stern
http://archive.marinecorpstimes.com/article/20091130/NEWS/911300318/Silver-Star-fake-avoids-jail-loses-police-job
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In a 2008 telephone interview, Piotrowski declined requests from the Marine Corps Times for more detail on 

the grounds that he couldn’t recall the specifics of his actions which earned him the award. The FBI followed 

with its own investigation. 

The 41-year-old Piotrowski was convicted in 2009 of violating the Stolen Valor Act. A police officer at the time 

of his arrest, Piotrowski was ordered to turn in his peace officer’s certification and banned from ever serving in 

law enforcement again. He was sentenced to 12 months probation and 200 hours of community service at a 

veterans hospital, a punishment attorney Michelle Rodriguez called “poetic justice.” 

3. A man who claimed to be a Marine was ordered to march in public with a sign for 50 hours. 

After escaping from prison and being recaptured with a firearm in his possession, 36-year-old William Horvath 

sought leniency by claiming he had served in the Marines from 1986 to 1991 as a field artillery spotter/scout, 

receiving a Purple Heart in the invasion of Panama. 

Horvath provided false photographs, dog tags, and decorations to his probation officer. His father even 

corroborated Horvath’s claim. “I am going to go out on a limb in this case, Mr. Horvath, and what I’m going to 

do is put you on probation,” said Chief U.S. District Judge Donald Molloy in that case. 

But four years later, Molloy learned of Horvath’s lie after Marine Corps officials noticed his uniform was worn 

improperly in the photos and didn’t fit with the era, his decorations were displayed incorrectly, and other 

equipment didn’t belong, reported the Whitefish Pilot. 

Molloy, an F-4 Phantom fighter pilot during the Vietnam War, ordered Horvath to write a public letter of 

apology and separate letters to the commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps, and the local Veterans of Foreign 

Wars and American Legion chapters. Molloy also ordered Horvath to march in front of the U.S. courthouse in 

Missoula, Montana, wearing a sandwich board announcing his crime for 50 hours. 

The front of the sign was to bear the words, “I am a liar. I am not a Marine.” On the back: “I have never served 

my country. I have dishonored veterans of all wars.” 

The unique punishment meant no prison time, just probation, home confinement, and a $1,500 fine. In 

December 2006, the Whitefish Pilot ran Horvath’s public letter of apology. “I realize that by falsely 

representing myself as a Marine, I have dishonored all those who have served in the United States Marine Corps 

http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-9th-circuit/1117410.html
http://www.leatherneck.com/forums/showthread.php?64375-Sentence-overturned-for-fake-Marine&s=fc4d59d0dc9050ccf395134f91225911


 7 

and all other branches of the U.S. military, and that my false statements have diminished and tarnished the 

contributions and sacrifices that others have made to protect my freedom,” Horvath wrote in that letter. 

An appeals court later overturned the conviction and sentence, ruling that Horvath was actually exempt from 

criminal liability for lying to the probation officer. Regardless, the original punishment appears to be one of the 

most creative stolen valor sentences ever handed down by a judge. 

4. The Fake Navy SEAL who received a fake gift, courtesy of the police. 

Twenty-nine-year-old Carlos Felipe Luna-Gonzalez attracted attention last year after allegedly posting photos 

of himself at a coffee shop wearing a Navy dress uniform showing a lieutenant junior grade rank and adorned 

with a Navy SEAL trident, jump wings, and other awards, reported Navy Times. He dug a deeper hole for 

himself after allegedly telling law enforcement officials in Texas that he was stationed at a nearby base while 

awaiting a medical discharge for combat injuries he sustained on a SEAL operation in Africa. 

In reality, Gonzalez had formerly held the rank of seaman apprentice before the Navy gave him an early general 

discharge. He had never been a commissioned officer or Navy SEAL and had never seen combat. Discovering 

this, law enforcement personnel decided they would mislead Gonzalez in turn by presenting him with a fake 

award. 

Texas Ranger Anthony Bradford, an Army veteran with a son in the Navy, concocted a sting operation with 

local law enforcement to nab Gonzalez in the act. They had the owner of Lone Star Guns, a veteran and active 

supporter of the veteran community, invite Gonzalez to a meeting and present him with a “firearm of 

appreciation” worth $2,300. Gonzalez arrived in the dress uniform with officer’s insignia, SEAL Trident, and 

Purple Heart. After accepting the award and telling the store’s owner about how he was shot, he was arrested 

and charged with theft, tampering with a government document, and presenting a fraudulent military record. 

He was released from jail after posting an $18,500 bond, but then allegedly fled to Puerto Rico, where 

authorities are currently seeking to have him extradited, reported WFAA. “He couldn’t even shine the SEALs’ 

boots, as far as I’m concerned,” Parker County Sheriff Larry Fowler, also a veteran, told WFAA. 

 

5. The wannabe counterterrorism expert sentenced to 500 hours at a veterans cemetery. For 12 years, 

William Hillar tricked public safety and national security organizations into paying him $171,415 to provide 

teaching and training in counterterrorism, drug trafficking, and human trafficking operations, according to an 

FBI press release. Hillar falsely claimed he was a Ph.D. graduate from the University of Oregon and that the 

blockbuster Hollywood movie “Taken” was based on his life after his daughter was kidnapped, sold into sex 

http://www.navytimes.com/story/military/crime/2014/11/12/man-arrested-for-pretending-to-be-a-navy-seal-given-rifle/18911931/
http://www.wfaa.com/story/news/crime/2015/04/07/hunt-for-man-accused-of-impersonating-seal-stretches-to-puerto-rico/25434509/
http://www.fbi.gov/baltimore/press-releases/2011/millersville-man-sentenced-for-posing-as-a-retired-army-special-forces-colonel
http://www.fbi.gov/baltimore/press-releases/2011/millersville-man-sentenced-for-posing-as-a-retired-army-special-forces-colonel
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slavery, and murdered. On resumes, in statements, and on the internet, Hillar presented the following 

biographical summary about his supposed military service: “William G. Hillar is a retired Colonel of the U.S. 

Army Special Forces. He has served in Asia, the Middle East, and Central and South America, where his 

diverse training and experiences included tactical counter-terrorism, explosive ordnance, emergency medicine 

and psychological warfare.” 

In reality, Hillar’s entire military service was with the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve as an enlisted sailor from 1962 

to 1970, achieving the rate of radarman and rank of petty officer third class. 

In 2011, a U.S. district judge ordered 66-year-old Hillar to pay back every cent he had scammed from the public 

and private-sector organizations and sentenced him to 21 months in prison and three years of supervised release. 

For good measure, the judge also ordered Hillar to perform 500 hours of community service at Maryland state 

veterans cemeteries. 

Vet reunited with family after 22 years!!!  
 

 
Photo by Eric Brown,  Atlanta VA Medical Center 

Veteran German Leon was homeless for 22 years before entering the Atlanta VA Medical Center's Healthcare for Homeless 

Veterans Program 
 
“I’ve been a social worker for 30 years and I’ve never experienced a case like this.” 

That’s how Atlanta VA Medical Center Social Worker Patrice Green described her experience working with an extremely 

challenging homeless Veteran for part of last year.  

 

https://www.dvidshub.net/portfolio/1288481/eric-brown
https://www.dvidshub.net/rss/personnel/1288481
https://www.dvidshub.net/rss/personnel/1288481


 9 

In February 2015, Green, who is a social worker for the Healthcare for Homeless Veterans Program, admitted 53-year-old 

Veteran German Leon, who was recently transferred from the VA’s inpatient psychiatric unit, into one of 10 emergency 

contract beds that she manages at the Gateway facility in Atlanta—a facility aimed at providing temporary shelter for homeless 

Veterans.  

 

“He had absolutely nothing,” Green said astonishingly. 

 

Once Leon was stabilized and was administered the proper medications he became more coherent and began to realize he was in 

a non-threatening environment. “Just trust me a little bit and I’ll work with you,” Green said. 

 

Initially, Leon was belligerent, psychotic, threatening, and in short, was very difficult for Green and her staff to interview. 

However, he eventually calmed down and began to share his astonishing story—or what he could remember of it.  

 

Green learned Leon was born in Panama and came to the U.S. as a teenager, along with his mother and two sisters, and enlisted 

in the U.S. military at the age of 18. 

 

Leon confessed to Green that he could not recall much of his life following his military service. “Much of his life was still a lost 

memory,” Green said. “But he could recall that he return to from the military and began living with his mother and sisters, but 

then left that home around the age of 22,” Green added.  

 

“I asked him how long he had been wandering around homeless, and he replied ‘years and years’,” Green said. Finally, Leon 

stated that he had been homeless for about 22 years, 10 of which were in the Atlanta area. Green said Leon told her he had been 

living in parks, in wooded areas, under highway overpasses, or temporary stays in homeless shelters. 

 

Leon knew he had not been in contact with his family for at least 22 years and he had no idea where they may be, and only had 

their names. 

 

Gateway staff members Terrance Cooley, Tonya Boose, and Intern Marissa Jones, were all perplexed because Leon had no 

identification, which ultimately made it very hard to assist him with benefits, housing or for him to receive assistance of any 

kind.  

 

“We tried to get an ID for him through immigration,” Green said. However, without identification of any kind, the U.S. 

Immigration Office could not assist.  

 

“We hit a dead end,” Green said. 

 

When Green’s attempt for information on the internet site People Search didn’t deliver, Jones, the young VA intern suggested 

they try using Facebook. 

 

The two of them decided to create a post using the names the Leon recalled, as well as fragmented information they discovered 

on the People Search website.  

 

“We used the same names and created an e-mail stating that we were looking for family of a certain vet born in Panama,” Green 

said. “The very next day, I got a call from a sister, who asked ‘is this a joke?’” “No. I have your brother here,” replied Green. 

 

Crying in Panamanian, Leon’s sister exclaimed that they’ve been looking for him and explained that she wanted to drive down 

from South Carolina to pick-up her brother. 

 

Unfortunately, Leon’s sister informed him that his mother had passed away earlier that year.  

 

Leon’s sister stated her mother had said he would come back some day. “She never gave up hope,” Leon’s sister said to Green. 

While this reunion was bittersweet, it was also one of joy and hope as the sisters were able to find documents necessary for the 

Veteran to receive his proper identification, to include his original immigration documents. 

 
The Gateway staff, now armed with Leon’s identification, was able to reunite the Veteran with his two sisters in Charleston, 

S.C. where he currently resides with them. They are happy to report positive progress and that the Veteran is living a happy life. 
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The staff used a multidisciplinary team approach which ultimately was essential and played a pivotal role in ensuring that this 

Veteran’s needs were met and that a happy ending was achieved! 

 

 

 

YOU TOO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.  

 

Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $120.00 which can be 

used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online through our PayPal account.   

 

You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. Your tax deductible membership fee will 

support the VFC mission.   

 

All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC; feel free to ask questions and 

learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does. Please browse our web site 

www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on many subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll 

also find a Newsletter for your branch of service and links to Social Security and many other links with an 

abundance of information.  

 

Our monthly meetings are held at the Clark-Harrison Bldg. 330 W Ponce Deleon Ave. Decatur, Ga.  Our 

meetings are the third Tuesday of every month and start at 6:30 (PM) for approximately one hour and a half, 

unless otherwise advertised.  We will be respectful of your time.  

 

Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to communicating and fellowshipping with you 

soon.   We are looking for a corporate sponsor for our $500.00 VFC Gerald Prince College Scholarship which is 

donated each September at our Anniversary Luncheon  

 

“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 

 

Sincerely,  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 
President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 
VFCpresident1@gmail.com 

 

http://www.veteransforchristinc.org/
mailto:VFCpresident1@gmail.com

