
	 1	

                      VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.    
P.O. BOX 362234 

DECATUR, GA. 30036 
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January 31, 2016 
 
My fellow veterans, grace and peace to you and your family.   
 
Veterans waited longer for benefits through St. Pete office, VA finds 
	

	

Veterans who filed benefits claims at the St. Petersburg Regional Office waited longer in 2014 
because claims materials weren’t prepared properly, a Department of Veterans Affairs report 
says. 

Inspectors also found that personal information was inadequately stored at a contractor 
scanning center, posing a risk of identity theft, according to the report by the VA Office of 
Inspector General. 

Because of the problems, the average wait time at the St. Petersburg office increased from 152 
days in June 2014 to 179 days the following December, the report says. 

Investigators found a backlog of nearly 1,600 boxes and 42,000 packages sent by mail, with 
each package containing an unspecified number of individual claims, the report says. 
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This “significant backlog of unpressed veteran material” was the result of “inefficient 
preparation and handling of veteran-provided documentation” at a Noonan, Georgia, 
contractor center operated by CACI International, the report says. 

The problem was in part the result of poor handling of the veterans’ materials by the St. 
Petersburg office, the report says. 

Inspectors, acting on a tip from employees, checked a sample of 20 unprocessed claims and 
found it was taking an average of 30 days to process them — far longer than the five days 
called for in CACI’s contract. 

Some were more than 30 days old, the report says. 

The scanning is part of an effort by the VA’s Veterans Benefits Administration to make the 
claims process more efficient by eliminating paper and storing all records digitally. 

One reason for the problem, according to inspectors, is that paper claims from the St. Pete 
office and other offices were disorganized and not ready for scanning when they reached the 
contractor, the report says. 

Inside boxes, inspectors found “commingled loose papers with sensitive information for 
multiple veterans along with other unrelated VA hardcopy documents, such as blank forms, 
that were not considered claims evidence.” 

The boxes needed to be returned to the St. Pete office, the report says. 

The report includes an image of a poorly packed box, noting that it violates standards. 

Another problem was a large increase of veterans’ claims shipped from the St. Petersburg 
office to the CACI scanning center as the office began the transition to the paperless system, 
the report says. 

There was an increase of nearly tenfold in unprocessed veteran claims materials shipped from 
St. Petersburg to the CACI center between November 2014 and January 2015, when 1,600 
boxes were received.  In an email statement to the Tribune, the VA said it “is committed to 
providing all eligible Veterans, Service members, and Survivors with their earned care & 
benefits. 

“The Under Secretary for Benefits concurred with the two recommendations presented in the 
OIG report, and marked improvements have been made in the processing of mail since the 
2014 time period defined in the report.” 

Officials from CACI International were not immediately available for comment. CACI, with 
headquarters in Arlington, Virginia, and operations in Tampa and around the world, is an 
information and services company that contracts with the federal government. 

In addition, inspectors observed “a significant amount” of paper claims material, including 
personal and health information, improperly stored at the CACI scanning center, the report 
says. 
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The report says, “Despite VA’s information security requirements, in the contractor facility’s 
rear storage areas, we observed a large amount of hard copy sensitive veteran information 
haphazardly commingled with contractor company documentation, excess office furniture, and 
empty computer boxes that appeared to be trash.” 

The report blames inadequate VA oversight, saying the claims are “potentially vulnerable to 
loss, theft, and misuse to include identity theft or fraud.” 

The Office of Inspector General recommended the under secretary for benefits ensure that the 
St. Petersburg office is consistent in organizing and mailing veterans’ material and that the 
office director is held accountable for compliance. 

The inspector general also recommends onsite reviews of the CACI center.  Officials with the 
Veterans Benefit Administration agreed with the findings and recommendations but rejected 
the finding that poor preparation and handling of the boxes contributed to the backlog. 

The administration did not provide specific reasons for the backlog, according to the report, 
but did say that 40 percent of the storage boxes at the scanning site were already scanned and 
awaiting shipment to off-site storage. 

Officials also agreed that the contractor improperly stored veteran materials at the scanning 
center but disagreed with the finding that materials were not secure, the report says. 

As a result of the inspection, the Veterans Benefit Administration took several steps. It 
increased the number of site visits, provided more detailed instructions for site audits, and 
authorized an onsite government staff member for each contractor scanning site, according to 
the report. 

Officials added that they have set up new detailed shipping instructions for all regional offices. 
Those changes “should reduce mail backlog further without the need to divert claims 
processing staff to mail management,” the Veterans Benefit Administration said, according to 
the report. 

haltman@tampatrib.com  (813) 259-7629  Subscribe to The Tampa Tribune 

Ronald Gray: Judge denies appeal for ex-Bragg soldier on death row 

The only killer on the U.S. military's death row whose execution has been approved by a 
president.  With the latest appeal over, it's unclear if another stay would be approved, or if Gray 
would again appeal to a higher court.  The latest appeal was filed in federal court in 2008, shortly 
after President George W. Bush approved Gray's death sentence.  In military courts, only the 
president can give final approval to a military death sentence. Bush's approval came following a 
Department of Justice investigation into the case, which began when Gray was arrested for the 
rape of a woman near Fairlane Acres in January 1987. 
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Gray, a former Fort Bragg soldier, was convicted of crimes committed in 1986 and 1987 on Fort Bragg and in Fairlane Acres Mobile Home Park off Santa Fe Drive. 
He originally was set to be executed seven years ago. He has appealed his conviction and death sentence since his conviction by a military jury in 1988. 

 
A federal judge has denied a request to change his decision to end Ronald Gray's appeal. Gray, 
the only killer on U.S. military death row whose execution has been approved by a president, 
was denied relief by the same judge last fall. District Court Judge J. Thomas Marten's latest order 
rejects a motion from Gray's lawyers to change that earlier decision.  In denying the motion, 
Marten said he would again reject claims that military courts lacked jurisdiction to prosecute 
Gray for a series of rapes and murders in Fayetteville and near Fort Bragg more than 25 years 
ago.  He said Gray's lawyers did not establish an "intervening change in controlling law," new 
evidence or "the need to correct clear error or prevent manifest injustice."  "Mere disagreement 
with the court's opinion is not sufficient grounds for reconsideration," Marten wrote in his 
opinion. 

Gray, a former Fort Bragg soldier, was convicted of crimes committed in 1986 and 1987 on Fort 
Bragg and in Fairlane Acres Mobile Home Park off Santa Fe Drive. He originally was set to be 
executed seven years ago. He has appealed his conviction and death sentence since his 
conviction by a military jury in 1988.   

Subsequently, officials found the body of cab driver Kimberly Ann Ruggles near the same 
mobile home park. Later that month, they found the body of Pvt. Laura Lee Vickery-Clay.  The 
women had been raped and murdered. After media reports on the deaths, another victim, also an 
Army private, stepped forward to report Gray had "raped her, and stabbed her repeatedly in the 
neck and side" in her barracks on Fort Bragg.  Gray was a former Army cook who held the rank 
of specialist at the time he was arrested. He was convicted of two counts of murder in the deaths 
of Vickery-Clay and Ruggles and three counts of rape.  He also pleaded guilty to 22 felonies in 
Cumberland County Superior Court, including two additional murders - for the deaths of 
Campbell University student Linda Jean Coats and Fairlane Acres resident and soldier's wife, 
Tammy Wilson - and five other rapes.  He was sentenced to death in military court and to eight 
life sentences in civilian court, three of which were to be served consecutively. 



	 5	

Military officials originally set Gray's execution for Dec. 10, 2008, but his appeal led to a stay of 
execution.  Gray has filed his appeals from the U.S. Disciplinary Barracks at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, where he has been held since his conviction at a court-martial. His execution, if it moves 
forward, would be the first for the U.S. military in 54 years. The military's last execution came 
four years after President Eisenhower approved the sentence. John A. Bennett was hanged April 
13, 1961, for the rape and attempted murder of an 11-year-old Austrian girl. 

Military editor Drew Brooks can be reached atbrooksd@fayobserver.com or 486-3567. 

Julian Meltzoff, 94, designed PTSD treatment 
 
Treating battle-weary World War II soldiers as they fought their way toward Germany 
prepared Julian Meltzoff for a life in clinical psychology that would help scores of 
American veterans cope with the trauma inflicted by the conflicts that followed. 

Therapeutic programs researched and developed after the war at the VA outpatient 
clinic in Brooklyn by the former Army staff sergeant, who served three years on the 
front lines in the 102nd Infantry Division, would lead to talk therapy being established 
as the national model for treating veterans with what is now known as post-traumatic 
stress disorder, or PTSD. 

Mr. Meltzoff, a clinical and academic psychologist who was also a noted author of 
three influential books, died of natural causes Dec. 22 at home in La Jolla. He was 94. 

Julian Meltzoff was born Feb. 16, 1921, in New York City, the youngest of three 
children to Nathan Meltzoff and Sadie Marcus Meltzoff. A 1941 graduate of the City 
College of New York, he entered the Army the following year to serve on the battlefront 
before being assigned to a specialized training program at the University of Pittsburgh, 
where he earned a master’s degree in psychology. 

Returning home, he was named a staff psychologist and then the supervisor of training 
at the VA Regional Office Mental Hygiene Clinic in Philadelphia. In 1950, he earned 
his doctorate in clinical psychology from the University of Pennsylvania. He continued 
to rise professionally, going on to serve as chief psychologist at the Philadelphia VA 
Hospital from 1953 to 1954, and chief of the psychology section at the VA Outpatient 
Clinic at the Brooklyn veterans hospital from 1954 to 1977. 

It was during this time that he designed and tested a day treatment program for 
veterans, which he wrote about in the 1966 book “Day Treatment Center: Principles, 
Application, and Evaluation,” considered a classic in the field of clinical psychology. 
The seminal “Research in Psychotherapy,” a review of talk therapy as a proven 
treatment model, followed in 1970. And in 1997, he wrote “Critical Thinking About 
Research: Psychology and Related Fields,” an internationally recognized text that is 
used as a standard in graduate school training in clinical psychology. 
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After retiring from the VA in 1977, he moved to La Jolla the following year and took up 
a second career teaching. He was a professor and director of research at the California 
School for Professional Psychology, which he helped to obtain national accreditation. 
Though he continued to write and contribute research articles in scientific journals for 
the rest of his life, he left academia in 1997 for an altogether different third act as a 
sculptor who focused on the human form in motion. His work “Body in Motion,” a 
bronze piece showing the successive positions of a woman doing sit ups, was on the 
cover of the December 2014 edition of American Psychologist. 

Using his knowledge of science and art, Mr. Melzoff examined incorrect body poses 
depicted in art throughout history in the article “Errors in the Making and Perception 
of Art Images of Human Gait: Psychological Explanations,” published in the journal 
Psychology of Aesthetics, Creativity, and the Arts in 2014. 

He and the former Judith Novikoff were married 26 years before divorcing. 

Survivors include his wife of 39 years, Antonia; a son, Andrew of Seattle; a daughter, 
Nancy Meltzoff of Eugene, Ore.; a stepdaughter, Jessica Strand of Brooklyn; five 
grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. 

Services are pending. The family suggests donation to Scripps Green Hospital. 

christine.huard@sduniontribune.com 

Female Army vet leads 'dream team' to fight ISIS in Iraq 
 
Dozens of Americans home	fueled by atrocities Islamic State militants have ravaged against their 
countrymen in Iraq and Syria, but also in places like Paris, and most recently, San Bernardino, 
California. 

Just south of the city of Kirkuk, Iraq, another group of Americans not sanctioned by the U.S. 
military have entered the battlefield. The small team, comprised of American and foreign 
fighters with various specialties, hopes to rescue injured Kurdish forces as they battle Islamic 
State aggressors in their area of Daquq. 

A former Army officer who operates under the alias "Kat Argo", and five other volunteers make 
up “Qalubna Ma'kum,” translated from Arabic to mean, “Our hearts are with you.” 

“In a lot of ways, I feel like I’m more effective here than I when was in the military,” Argo said 
in a telephone interview with Army Times Dec. 22. “We have the liberty of movement here, 
and...we’re not limited to U.S.-only expertise.” 

Argo requested Army Times not use her real name, citing security concerns. Army Times 
verified Argo's service background with the National Guard. 

USA TODAY 
Iraqi military claims key victory in Ramadi, says ISIL is in retreat 
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Argo has assembled what she calls her “dream team” with the few who have backgrounds in 
intel, marksmanship, humanitarian assistance, medical treatment and mechanics. Argo recruited 
a former Navy corpsman, Michael Wagnon, who’s been by her side since they conceived the 
idea last year. “We also go to places in the area the U.S. military may not consider a payoff, but 
we think going to them is important. It’s enough for others to trust us and cooperate with us,” 
Argo said. 

Kat Argo, said their primary missions will be training and medical evacuations. They have a 
truck that is serving as an ambulance. (Photo: Courtesy) 

  

 

 While in the Army, Argo deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. (Photo: Photo courtesy of Kat Argo) 
 
In 2004, Argo enlisted in the Army National Guard before commissioning as a junior officer in 
2007. She deployed a few times to Afghanistan, and even after she left the Army in 2012, she 
worked as an intelligence contractor for NATO in Kabul and later for Central Command until 
2013. She also spent almost a year on the eastern front of Ukraine, documenting the hostility 
between pro-Russian separatists and Ukrainian forces as a freelance journalist. 

One separatist has since joined her in their fight to curtail the Islamic State because “ISIS is the 
universal threat,” she said. “It’s the one enemy that unifies everybody, and it’s the non-
controversial enemy to have.” 

The CASEVAC group has only been in Iraq four weeks, but have already seen fighting from the 
Islamic State group, also known as ISIL or ISIS. The first night they arrived to the undisclosed 
base operated by the Peshmerga — Kurdish fighters in northern Iraq — ISIS militants 
repurposed propane tanks on slingshots and “began flinging them at us,” Argo said. The ISIS 
fighters aren’t ever more than six miles away from their location; the front lines of fighting, even 
closer. 

“Our group wants to emphasize the medical and training side,” Argo said, even though their 
team carries weapons — AK and G3 rifles. “When you’re fighting ISIS, you need to emphasize 
all of your training to be effective on the front, including that you know how to fight.” 

The Qalubna Ma'kum group is looking forward to opening new lines of communication. “I’m the 
first female in this sector,” she said, giving a glimpse inside the Kurdish force structure, which 
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she says her group has assimilated to while they operate out of their base. Even in a patriarchal 
society, it shows a female’s willingness to help, and “boosts their trust,” she said. 
 

Argo and her team believe they are risking their lives for the greater good. The Defense 
Department has not weighed in on former service members fighting the Islamic State on their 
own, but the State Department has repeatedly tried to discourage U.S. citizens from doing so. 

In the next few weeks, Argo hopes to train more Peshmerga fighters in basic medical assistance; 
with too many obstacles on the Syrian front, Qalubna Ma'kum plans to work solely in Iraq, and is 
asking for donations so they can effectively acquire more medical equipment, and a truck they 
anticipate will be their ambulance. They will provide evacuations from front lines to the Kurdish 
base, where they have three rooms to use as their clinic.  

 
ARMY TIMES 
'Veterans Against ISIS' groups at odds with each other 
Argo said she has heard of some U.S. military being in the area, but hasn’t seen them. She said 
she plans to send any legitimate information to former colleagues still in the Army if her team 
believes it will help. We want to push ourselves to the next level and become a mobile team — 
we can go in further, speed the injured to the rear faster, and get them all the way to a long term 
care facility and a sterile environment within the golden hour if necessary,” Qalubna Ma'kum 
advocates on their IndieGoGo donations website, where they wish to also acquire a drone for 
extra surveillance. “Our fighting unit can also be more aggressive, and participate in the fight.” 

Argo and her team will stay between eight and 12 months. 

“Because it’s voluntary, there’s no harm, no foul if people can’t stay the full time,” she said. 
“But those of us who started this, we hope we can hand it off to someone else to keep it going. 
For me, my family has gotten used to the multiple deployments, and they’re supportive of this 
project. They think this could lead to something good if we work hard enough.” 

 
Gun debate could mean new focus on vets' safety device 
	
As	the	Defense	Department	and	White	House	launch	renewed	efforts	to	research	gun	safety	
technology,	two	Air	Force	veterans	hope	their	years	of	work	on	the	issue	will	get	another	look	

Matt Barido and Skylar Gerrond — former military police turned Texas entrepreneurs — have 
been perfecting their handgun trigger lock for the past six years. Now, with a new federal focus 
on firearms research, they're promoting the work as a sensible middle ground amid the politically 
charged fights over gun ownership. 
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. 

"We didn't do this because of a horrible tragedy and a desire to take up a cause," Barido said. 
"We just wanted to offer a real solution that makes sense and provides more safety for 
individuals who own guns." 

On Tuesday, President Obama promised a slate of new executive orders in response to what he 
has called a national emergency of gun violence. 

he moves include new background check rules, more money for mental illness treatment and 
more federal personnel to coordinate the changes. All the proposals face strong resistance from 
Republican leaders in Congress, who are labeling the moves as executive overreach. 

Obama's plans also include instructions for the departments of Defense, Homeland Security and 
Justice to increase research into "gun safety technology that would reduce the frequency of 
accidental discharge or unauthorized use of firearms." 

.Barido said many firearms enthusiasts are skeptical of such technology, because it could require 
them to abandon older weapons or relearn a new type of firearm. 

So when he and Gerrond founded their company, Veri-Fire, they began their work with the idea 
of offering an add-on to existing weapons, not redesigning the guns themselves. 

"New 'smart guns' might solve a future problem, but it doesn't solve the total problem," Barido 
said. 

Their offering is a biometric trigger lock named the Guardian, which bolts onto a handgun and 
uses a fingerprint scanner to cover the weapon trigger. The pair have spent years tweaking the 
device's weight, opening speed and secondary release systems, all from the perspective of 
"someone who handles firearms and may need to use them at a moment's notice." 

According to Barido, the lock would allow gun owners quick access for self-defense while 
preventing children or thieves from using the weapon. It's still in developmental phase, but the 
pair hope to make it available for sale later this year. 
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Barido sees the new attention on the issue as a plus for their efforts — "As these agencies start 
looking at what's out there, we'd love to be part of the process" — even though he knows some 
of the political potshots that come with it. 

"I think it's a positive, because we are talking about finding solutions," he said. "And that's not 
going to be just one thing. We want to make sure there are options for gun owners." 

A rendering of the proposed Guardian trigger lock, invented by a pair of Air Force veterans looking at ways to improve handgun safety 
offerings. (Photo: Courtesy of Veri-Fire) 

Veri-Fire is marketing the trigger lock as a safety tool not just for personal firearms but also for police departments, 
federal agents and even military personnel. In his announcement, Obama said he wants agencies researching the 
new safety technology to be among the first adopters of it as well. 

 

Military & Veteran community,  From the desk of the Robins Commissary Director 
 
Our next On-Site Sale at Ft. Gillem will be 12-13 February 2016.    Hours for the sale are Friday 
12 February - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM and Saturday 13 February  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 
 
I will try to get a shopping list out to everyone early next week (provided my computer 
cooperates with me). 
 
All special orders must be sent to me no later than Tuesday, 2 February 2016 in order for us to 
have time to order the product and have available for the sale. 
 
In order for us to continue to offer these sales we need your support.  Please tell all your friends 
that have commissary shopping privileges about the sale and invite them to come. 
 
If I can answer any questions, please let me know. 
 
Susan M. Edmonds 
Store Director 
Robins Commissary 
susan.edmonds2@deca.mil 
Comm:  478-926-3714 
DSN:  468-3714 
Fax:  478-222-7616 
Your Commissary - "It's Worth the Trip" 
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Should a DUI be a career ender? 
 

Wow this is a tough one SGM. I personally feel that Drinking & Driving is a terrible thing for 
anyone to do regardless of any label (rank, position, etc). However, I recently dealt with this in 
my platoon and I don't think it as cut and dry as kick them out or keep them. Even excellent 
Soldiers make mistakes. In my opinion how they learn from their mistake and grow from their 
mistake is key and this is not something that can be determined if they are kicked out right 
away.  
 
Here are some thoughts:  
 
1. Why does the Army spend so much money on substance abuse programs if they are not 
interested in helping Soldiers with dependency issues? 
2. If someone is convicted of DWI in the civilian world does it cause them to be fired? Not 
generally, unless they are a professional driver.  
3. There should be repercussions. There are lots of possible punishments that could be applied 
for a first time offense and they certainly should be removed if they fail to meet counseled 
requirements or continue to drink and drive. Reduction, moving to a different position (not a 
different unit as there will likely be no continuity in treatment and oversight of progress), letter 
of reprimand, restrictions, loss of pay, suspension, bar to reenlistment, extra duty and many 
more. 
4. Texting and driving has proven to be incredibly dangerous and is outlawed in most states and 
on bases. People still do it daily and they are of sound mind and judgement (unlike someone who 
is drunk). They knowingly endanger others, should texting and driving be treated as seriously? 
(This is only an example for the sake of playing devil's advocate)  
5. If there is an incident caused by the drinking and driving event they should be prosecuted in 
civilian court and as applicable under UCMJ and the resulting conviction should effect the 
Soldier's status.  
6. Wouldn't a Soldier who overcame a DWI conviction and substance abuse issues be an asset to 
a unit toward helping other Soldiers who are dealing with similar problems because I guarantee 
that there will always be Soldiers with these issues. 
 
With all that said now it is time for the RP cross exam. 
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YOU TOO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.  
 
Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $120.00 
which can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online 
through our PayPal account.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. 
Your tax deductible membership fee will support the VFC mission.   
 
All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC; feel free to ask 
questions and learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does. Please 
browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on many 
subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of service and links 
to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of information.  
 
Our monthly meetings are held at the Clark-Harrison Bldg. 330 W Ponce Deleon Ave. Decatur, 
Ga.  Our meetings are the third Tuesday of every month and start at 6:30 (PM) for approximately 
one hour and a half, unless otherwise advertised.  We will be respectful of your time.  
 
Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to communicating and fellowshipping 
with you soon.   We are looking for a corporate sponsor for our VFC Gerald Prince College 
Scholarship which is donated each September at our Anniversary Luncheon  
 
“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 
 
Sincerely,  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 
President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 
VFCpresident1@gmail.com 


