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October 31, 2015 

 

My fellow veterans, grace and peace to you and your family.   

Local veteran missing after going to buy car via Craigslist 

ST. LOUIS (KTVI) – A local Army veteran’s family fears the worst after he goes missing. They 

suspect Craigslist may have played a role in the disappearance.  According to investigators with 

the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department, 22-year-old Robert Polk went missing Saturday. 

Polk’s family believes something went wrong after he left home looking for a vehicle he saw on 

Craigslist and never returned.  “I fear that he got on Craigslist looking for a car. I'm thinking he 

met up with the wrong person,” said Hayleen Jones, Polk’s mother.  Polk was last seen around 7 

p.m. on October 3, wearing a black sweatshirt and black sweatpants. 

His family said he worked through a temp agency and had been saving his hard-earned money to 

buy a car. Polk’s mother said he was very excited after searching various Craigslist posts and 

finally found a car he liked.  “Went to go meet the person that to buy the car, he’d been talking to 

someone about a black Mustang and has not been back since,” she said.  Polk was considered a 

standout football player at Hazelwood East High School. He served two years in the Army and 

remains on reserve list. His mother said he loved serving his country.  “He had traveled places 

before he never been. He was just proud. I was a proud mom that he went into the Army and did 

something with his life,” Jones said.  “He's been missing too many days. He’s not a child to be 

gone 24 hours without calling.” 

Anyone with information on Robert Polk’s whereabouts should call 911. 

 

After Suffering Multiple Head Injuries, an Army Veteran Finds Peace in Ceramics  

 

After months of mental and physical deterioration, Meadows checked in to Walter Reed Medical 

Center in Maryland for evaluation. That’s when he was told his condition was much worse than 

he initially thought. 

 

“I have damage to my frontal lobe and there’s damage in the inner center part of my brain,” 

Meadows said. Today, Meadows can’t see well, has trouble working with his hands and says his 

“brain gets tired easily.”  But, he says, one thing has helped him through it all: clay.  “When I 

start molding, playing with the clay. I see a picture. That picture in the clay might be something 

that I could be thinking about, or something that I saw,” Meadows said. “It's like a really good, 

enjoyable therapy.” Meadows is a part of a program called “IMP-ART” -- or Injured Military 

Personnel Art -- hosted by The Art League in Alexandria, Virginia. It aims to help veterans 

http://abcnews.go.com/topics/news/healthcare/walter-reed-medical-center.htm
http://abcnews.go.com/topics/news/healthcare/walter-reed-medical-center.htm
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rehabilitate through visual arts. Meadows is a rising star in the ceramics program.  “He came in 

with this amazing ability for proportion and story,” said Blair Meerfeld, Ceramics Department 

Chair of the Art League. “So we thought it’d be good to get it all out in a gallery setting.”  

Meadows held a debut art show this summer at the Torpedo Factory in Alexandria, VA. The Art 

League said that because the public’s response to his first show was so strong, they decided to 

host another pop-up art show a few months later.  Each piece has a back-story to it. Meadows 

says he made one sculpture of a soldier holding a baby in dedication to all troops who see injured 

children on deployment and feel helpless.  “[The image] really gets stuck in their mind and 

there’s a lot of guilt,” said Meadows. 

 

 

He says the most emotional piece he’s put together so far is 'Tattered and Torn' -- a sculpture of a 

woman kneeling at a casket with an American flag draped over it. “I let pieces dry too fast and 

some of it cracked, so we decided to name it 'Tattered and Torn',” Meadows told ABC News. “It 

was like, people's lives were tattered and torn because of the death. A lot of people felt emotion 

to it.”  Meadows says working with clay has not only helped him work through issues 

emotionally, but has also aided with his vision and motor skills. 

“It’s really helped me,” said Meadows. “It's not just this ‘girl’ thing like I had initially thought." 

 

Sweeping uniform changes emphasize gender neutrality 
 

Service officials today released a sweeping Navy administrative message to announce the fleet 

introduction of new uniform items, lay out a timetable, with specific dates, for the introduction of 

other highly anticipated uniforms, redesignate a pair of covers as unisex, and expand the handbag 

policy.  Starting immediately, female chiefs and officers will be able to wear the male-style 

combination cover, the start of a yearlong phase-in of the item. Next spring, the shift to 

another unisex cover will begin as female E-6s and below start wearing the enlisted white hat 

known as the "Dixie cup."  By the fall of 2016, male and female recruits at boot camp will be 

issued new service dress blues. The introduction of the female version of the “crackerjacks” 
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signals the beginning of the end for the jacket-and-tie dress blues for female petty officers and 

junior sailors.  Also approved, according to the message, is the new women’s version of the 

“choker” dress white uniform, which will be available for purchase at Navy Exchanges in early 

2017. 

Rollout for new enlisted and officer dress unis and caps announced 

 

It’s official — the visibly gender-neutral Navy has arrived. 

All of these items blur the distinction between men and women in uniform. 

The alternate combination cover, left, and male combination cover are authorized for 

immediate wear and available for purchase at Navy Exchanges, like these at Joint Base 

Fort Myer-Henderson Hall in Arlington, Va. The mandatory wear date is Oct. 31. (Photo: 

Mike Morones/Staff) 

For Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, who has made gender equity one of his signature issues, it's the 

realization of a vision that first began in both the Navy and the Marine Corps, with much 

controversy and debate starting in 2013 when a common cover was introduced at the Naval 

Academy.  Mabus has long insisted that gender-neutral uniforms and personnel policies are 

necessary to truly integrate women into the ranks.  Though that discussion is likely to continue 

for some time to come, the release of NavAdmin 236/15 today signals that Mabus’ ideas are now 

in the execution phase.  “We are ending the way we segregate by uniforms,” Mabus said of the 

NavAdmin’s release. “Rather than highlighting differences in our ranks, we will incorporate 

everyone as full participants.  “In the Navy and in the Marine Corps, we are moving towards 

uniforms that don't divide us as male or female, but rather unite us as sailors or Marines.”  Not 

all the items that have now received final approval and execution dates are part of that debate.  

The message announces the fielding of the lightweight Navy Working Uniform Type 1, which 

will soon hit exchanges in a few warm areas. Issue dates have also been set for the long-awaited 

fitness suit.  A more liberal handbag policy allows women to use a wider variety of civilian 

purses while in uniform.  “Many of these items have been promised to the fleet for some time, 

and we are really excited we can realize those promises with this announcement,” Capt. Janet 

Bristol, branch head for uniform policy under the chief of naval personnel, said in an interview 

Thursday. 

With new uniforms coming in, sailors will begin to see changes in their annual clothing 

replacement allowances to help pay for the new uniforms as they roll out. 
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The new service dress blues feature a blouse with a side zipper to make it easier to put on 

or take off the uniform. (Photo: Alan Lessig/Staff) 

Crackerjacks for all 

New designs for men's crackerjacks have been in the works for nearly a decade, as officials 

wrestled with fabrics and features in an attempt to make the service dress blues more 

comfortable year-round and easier to get into and out of as well. 

However, release of the new designs was held up as the Navy looked to develop female versions 

of both service dress whites and blues. 

This year, the Navy is beginning production runs of the new blue crackerjacks and will begin 

issuing them to both men and women at Recruit Training Command Great Lakes, Illinois, on 

Oct. 1, 2016. 

Officials expect that about three months later, sailors will find them on the shelves at exchange 

uniform stores or through the online ordering service. 

“Wear is authorized for all upon availability,” Bristol said. “It takes a while to build up inventory 

and we are required to have seven months worth on the shelves at the Defense Logistics Agency 

before we can offer them for sale at the Navy Exchange, somewhere around January 2017.” 

All women, E-6 and below must have the uniform by Jan. 1, 2020. 

“There is no mandatory wear date for these new SDBs for males,” Bristol said. “They can wear 

the existing uniform as long as their uniforms remain serviceable.” 

The new service dress whites will be delivered exactly a year after the blues. They will be issued 

at Recruit Training Command starting Oct. 1, 2017, and are expected to become available at 

exchanges around January 2018.  Women who choose to wear the new SDBs during the optional 

wear period must wear the enlisted white hat as a component of the uniform.  For the whites, 

only the jumper has been redesigned to mirror the blues, with black piping on the cuffs and the 

back flap. Like the blues, the whites will feature an easy access side zipper.  Both men and 

women must purchase the new SDWs by Oct. 31, 2021, when authorization to wear the 

old white jumper will end.  Along with the new dress uniforms, the Navy will begin officially 

switching women to the traditional enlisted white hat in April 2016, when they will be issued to 

female recruits.  New-issue and sale versions of the hat both will have male and female sizing 

labels attached inside to help sailors pick the best fit. 

All women, E-6 and below must wear the Dixie cup with their current dress whites by Oct. 31, 

2016. Once the new dress blues are available, women in that uniform can only wear the enlisted 

white hat.  Bristol says that the Dixie cup will replace the current female enlisted combination 

cover, known as the “bucket hat,” beginning on the mandatory wear date for the new female 

crackerjack uniform, Jan. 1, 2020. 

“The white hat will be the only authorized head gear worn with the new SDB and SDW jumper 

style dress uniforms,” Bristol said. “For those who prefer to wear the old blues during the 

optional period, only the combination cover will be authorized with that uniform.” 

The new female officer and chief petty officer “choker” dress white jacket is expected in 

exchange stores in January 2017. (Photo: Navy) 

Chiefs and officers 
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The combination cover for female chiefs and officers also is being phased out as women shift to 

the same combination covers authorized for men. All female officers and chiefs must begin 

wearing their new headgear by Oct. 31, 2016. 

Women who like the fit can wear the existing, and formerly all-male, combination cover, or they 

can wear the new “alternate” combination cover that’s available now at many Navy Exchanges 

and online. 

"The ACC is similar in design to the current male combination cover, but is smaller with an 

oval — vice round — opening to facilitate a more comfortable and stable fit on the head when 

worn,” Bristol said. “The smaller proportion seems to be more flattering to smaller statured 

people.” 

Starting in January 2017, the new female officer and chief petty officer “choker” dress white 

jacket is expected to be in exchange stores as well. 

“To the eye, it looks like the male jacket, but it’s been designed especially to fit women,” Bristol 

said. “It will completely phase out the current female dress white jacket by Jan. 1, 2020." 

Here, too, only the new unisex combination covers will be authorized with this uniform. 

The 100 percent nylon fitness uniform will hit exchanges by January 2017. (Photo: Mike 

Morones/Staff) 

 

 NWUs, fitness suits and handbags  

Sailors in Guam and Hawaii will be the first to be able to purchase the new lightweight NWUs in 

exchanges, starting sometime in April 2016. At the same time, those in Singapore and Diego 

Garcia will be able to purchase them online or from the NEX’s 800 number.  On Oct. 1, the 

lightweights will become the NWUs issued to recruits.  It's unknown when they’ll be available to 

other sailors. Officials say the lightweight version will eventually replace the original NWUs, but 

they’ll only become available in uniform stores as existing NWU stocks run out.  Recruits also 

will be the first to get the new fitness suit, beginning Oct. 1, 2016. 

The 100-percent nylon jacket and pants will be dark blue with gold Navy logos and silver 

reflective piping. Fleet sailors can expect to see them in exchanges by January 2017. Everyone 

must have a set in their seabag by Jan. 1, 2020.  Officials have decided this uniform can be worn 

while in a liberty status. 

Finally, there’s a new purse policy on the street. Effective immediately, women may carry 

civilian handbags, with or without flaps, while in uniform.  The bag must be leather or synthetic 

leather and match the color of the uniform shoes worn — plain black, brown or white. It also 

must be “generally rectangular or square in shape with magnetic or zipper closure,” the new rules 

state.The handbag must be from 5½ to 16 inches wide, and from 5½ to 14 inches tall, with a 

depth of 2 to 6 inches. 

Civilian manufacturers' logos are OK as long as they don’t exceed 2 square inches. 
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Marine gate guard reveals details of tragic negligent discharge 

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. — Guilty was the plea here this morning from a Marine gate 
sentry facing charges of involuntary manslaughter in the death of Lance Cpl. Mark 
Boterf, 21, in an April 8 negligent discharge that took place inside the guard house. 

Lance Cpl. Brandon Little cited a series of careless actions that led to the negligent 

killing of Boterf, a fellow gate guard at the time, with an M4 service rifle that wasn’t even 

supposed to have a round in the chamber. 

In a pretrial agreement, the prosecution agreed to withdraw charges of negligent 

homicide and dereliction of duty in exchange for Little pleading guilty to the involuntary 

manslaughter charge, which carries with it a maximum sentence of ten years, along with 

forfeiture of all pay and rank and a bad conduct discharge. 

 

Describing the circumstances of the tragedy to Col. Deborah McConnell, the military 

judge presiding over the trial, Little said he had been toying with the safety switch of his 
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rifle during his shift, flicking it on and off with his right hand as he directed traffic with his 

left. 

As his shift ended, he entered the guard house near the front gate and sat down to 

unload his still-slung rifle. He then pulled the charging handle back and a round entered 

the chamber. Because of an awkward position, compounded by his rifle sling and walkie 

talkie, Little said he stood up without making sure his finger was off the trigger and his 

muzzle was pointed in a safe direction.  He didn't even realize he was facing Boterf, 

Little said.  "The rifle went off," he said. "The first thing I did was run to Boterf, because 

he was screaming." 

Little said protocol for Lejeune gate sentries required that rifles be kept at “Condition 3” 

— a loaded magazine inserted, no rounds in the chamber, with the bolt forward and the 

safety on “safe.” He said his weapon met that standard except for the safety, which he 

failed to check as he entered the guard house. It’s unclear so far why Little opted to pull 

the charging handle back and send a round into the chamber if his intent was to unload 

the rifle; at Condition 3, unloading an M4 consists simply of depressing a magazine 

release button. 

Little was subdued and at times emotional as he recounted the events. Boterf's 

immediate family was in the court-room to observe the trial, as was Little's grandmother 

who raised him, Brenda Jones. 

During intense questioning at times, Little acknowledged responsibility for his failure to 

follow Marine Corps weapons protocol. 

"Do you believe you had any legal justification for killing [Boterf]?" McConnell asked, at 

one point.  "No, Your Honor," said Little. "He was my friend." 

Witness testimony regarding an appropriate sentence for Little may continue into 

tomorrow. 

By Hope Hodge Seck  
Staff writerCrime 

 Related Links Marine sentenced to 2 years for shooting fellow gate guard   

Lejeune gate guard in deadly incident charged with negligent homicide 
 

http://www.marinecorpstimes.com/article/20141008/NEWS06/310080049
http://www.marinecorpstimes.com/article/20140925/NEWS06/309250080
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Search teams find second U.S. airman washed to sea off Okinawa 

 
 

 
Pedestrians make their way through a street in Tokyo on Mondaywhile a powerful typhoon approaches. Typhoon 

Phanfone made landfall in central Japan Monday morning after washing three American airmen in Okinawa out to 

sea the previous day. , (AP Photo/Kyodo News) 

 
Air Force and Japanese search teams on Tuesday recovered the body of a second 
airman swept to sea off the coast of Okinawa over the weekend as Typhoon Phanfone 
approached, Kadena Air Base officials said in a release. 

The airman is one of three from Robins Air Force Base, Georgia, overtaken by powerful 

waves around 3:45 p.m. Sunday while on temporary duty at Kadena. The body of 

Senior Master Sgt. James Swartz, an aerospace propulsion superintendent with the 

Georgia Air National Guard’s 116th Air Control Wing, was recovered on Sunday by the 

Japan Coast Guard. Search teams spent Monday and Tuesday looking for the two other 

airmen, Georgia Air National Guard member Master Sgt. Daniel Paschal and active-

duty Air Force Staff Sgt. Joshua Schoenhoff. 

The Air Force would not say whether the body recovered Tuesday was Schoenhoff or 

Paschal, pending notification of family. Schoenhoff is an instrument and flight control 
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systems specialist with the 461st Air Control Wing, Paschal an aerospace propulsion 

craftsman with the 116th ACW. 

Air- and sea-based search operations for the final missing airman will resume Oct. 8. 

The three airmen were not performing any duties at the time of the accident, Pentagon 

spokesman Army Col. Steven Warren said in an email Monday to Air Force Times. 

By Oriana Pawlyk  
Staff writer 

Related Links 

 Body of third airman found off coast of Okinawa 

Air Force identifies airmen swept to sea in Japan typhoon 

 

YOU TOO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE VETERANS FOR CHRIST, INC.  

 

Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $120.00 

which can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online 

through our PayPal account.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. 

Your tax deductible membership fee will support the VFC mission.   

 

All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC; feel free to ask 

questions and learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does. Please 

browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on many 

subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of service and links 

to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of information.  

 

Our monthly meetings are held at the Clark-Harrison Bldg. 330 W Ponce Deleon Ave. Decatur, 

Ga.  Our meetings are the third Tuesday of every month and start at 6:30 (PM) for approximately 

one hour and a half, unless otherwise advertised.  We will be respectful of your time.  

 

Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to communicating and fellowshipping 

with you soon.   We are looking for a corporate sponsor for our VFC Gerald Prince College 

Scholarship which is donated each September at our Anniversary Luncheon  

 

“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 

 

Sincerely,  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 

President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 

VFCpresident1@gmail.com 

mailto:opawlyk@airforcetimes.com
http://www.airforcetimes.com/article/20141008/NEWS/310080042
http://www.airforcetimes.com/article/20141006/NEWS08/310060047
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