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December 31, 2014 

 

My fellow veterans, grace and peace to you and your family.   

 

The Veterans for Christ (VFC) had a blessed and exciting 2014 and we are praying for an even 

better 2015.  We participated in numerous events ranging from the Veterans Affairs Advisory 

Board of DeKalb County’s Memorial Day program to making donations of food to New Birth’s 

Homeless Shelter Ministry and the Clifton Sanctuary Ministries shelter for Christmas.  Other 

events we participated in were the VA’s Homeless Stand down where we donated bibles and 

toiletries to Veterans and assisted in feeding over 500 Veterans.  We also participated with the 

Disable American Veterans Chapter 91 supporting the Thanksgiving Dinner at the Lou Walker 

Senior Citizen’s Center.       

 

We participated with the Veterans Affairs Advisory Board of DeKalb County Veterans Day 

Program at the Sanford Center in Decatur.  This program was televised on GA Channel 23 

(Comcast) at various times. 

 

The VFC celebrated our 6th at the Fighter 57th Group Restaurant. Our Key note speaker was 

President of the Military Order of the Purple Heart Service Foundation Retired Marine 

Commander Jim Blaylock. His near death story of him being zipped up in a body bag and 

assumed dead touch every heart 

 

The VFC closed out the year with a Christmas Luncheon / meeting at Marlows Tavern. The 

event was well attended with members and guest.  The food was good.  Brother Pettaway  has 

been a member since the second month of the VFC celebrated with us for the last lime.  He has 

moved to Lincoln Nebraska to be with his family who had relocated months ago.  His presence 

will be truly missed.  

 

 
 



  

Navy Cross recipient who battled military fakers laid to rest 
By Jeff Schogol, Staff writer3:56 p.m. EST December 18, 2014 

 

(Photo: Courtesy of the Richards family) 

CONNECT 211TWEET 12LINKEDINCOMMENTEMAILMORE 
A Navy Cross recipient who dedicated his life to protecting the integrity of valor awards has 

been interred at Arlington National Cemetery with his fellow heroes. 

 

Retired Marine Lt. Col. Thomas Richards was given full military honors at a Tuesday ceremony 

that was attended by Medal of Honor recipient Barney Barnum and Assistant Commandant of 

the Marine Corps Gen. John M. Paxton Jr. 

 

In June 1969, Richards fended off enemy attacks in Vietnam so that wounded Marines could be 

evacuated. He killed eight enemy troops and prevented the Marine perimeter from collapsing. 

After retiring, Richards helped Marine Corps Times uncover at least 40 instances in which 

Marine Corps Association members lied about receiving valor awards, including the Medal of 

Honor. He died of cancer in June. 

On Tuesday, seven white horses pulled a flag-draped caisson in front of the funeral procession 

which marched to a drumbeat cadence to keep them in rhythm. Half of the Marine escort team 

marched in front of the colors and the other half behind. When the procession came to a stop, one 

Marine brought the urn with Richards' remains near the gravesite. 

 

Diane Richards did not expect so many Marines to be there for her husband's interment. 

 

"I was shocked by the entire tribute," she told Marine Corps Times after the ceremony. "I had no 

idea that they would be there. I was told there may be a few Marines from 8th and I, and had 

expected one or two representing the Marine Corps. When I walked out and saw this sea of 

Marines, I was overwhelmed." 

 

After a bugler blew Taps and Richards was presented with a folded flag, Paxton knelt in front of 

her and embraced her. 

 

"He and Tom were close," she said. "He continually offered his love and support, respect for 

Tom, what Tom stood for, the work that Tom did for the Marine Corps and for the country; and 

that the Marine Corps family will forever be mine." 

 

It's fitting that her husband is now at rest in Arlington, she said. 

 

"Tom was humble," she said. "I think to him, certainly he is among comrades. He is among 

comrades who shared his values and he's also among history, which was his love. His being at 

Arlington is also an opportunity for his legacy to be continued, something he would hold dear to 

his heart." 

 

 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A//militari.ly/16wlPPj&text=Navy%20Cross%20recipient%20who%20battled%20military%20fakers%20laid%20to%20rest&via=marinetimes
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A//militari.ly/16wlPPj&text=Navy%20Cross%20recipient%20who%20battled%20military%20fakers%20laid%20to%20rest&via=marinetimes


 

Researcher Sue Sisley gets $2M from state to study pot's potential 

for PTSD 

By Charlie Brennan 

Camera Staff Writer 

POSTED:   12/17/2014 06:48:31 PM MST | UPDATED:   16 DAYS AGO 
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BEST 1. Dr. Suzanne Sisley, M.D., at center, talks about medical marijuana and her PTSD research with Kristi 

Kelly, owner of Good Meds in Denver, and John Evans, with Vets 4 Freedoms, on Tuesday, Dec. 16, at Surna in 

Boulder. For more photos and a video about Sisley and her PTSD medical marijuana ... 

‹› 

 
Suzanne Sisley talks with State Rep. Jonathan Singer, D-Longmont, about her plans to research medical marijuana's potential for treating 

veterans with PTSD, while visiting Boulder on Tuesday (Jeremy Papasso / Daily Camera) 

The Colorado Board of Health on Wednesday approved eight grant proposals totaling just over 

$7.6 million for studies relating to medical marijuana, including one focused on its effects in 

treating veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder. 
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Funding of the proposals, which had been recommended by the state's Medical Marijuana Scientific 

Advisory Council, represents the largest-ever state funded effort to study the potential medical 

benefits of cannabis. 

Sue Sisley, a psychiatrist who recently lost her position as a clinical assistant professor at the 

University of Arizona, had visited Boulder on Tuesday as part of a crash-course in the evolution of 

legal marijuana in the state. 

Sisley, whose $2 million research grant is nearly twice as large as any of the other seven grants 

funded Wednesday, was present for the state health board's vote. 

"We're thrilled, we're thrilled," Sisley said. "We were there from start to finish, and it was 

fascinating." 

During her stop in Boulder on Tuesday, Sisley described her planned study, on which the primary 

investigator is Marcel Bonn-Miller from the Department of Psychiatry, University of Pennsylvania, 

and is also supported by the Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies in Santa Cruz, 

Calif. 

"This is a triple-blind randomized control trial, where we're looking at 80 veterans with treatment-

resistant PTSD, which means they have to have failed at least drug therapy or psychotherapy, or 

both," Sisley said. 

In this year's session, the state Legislature established the Medical Marijuana Scientific Advisory 

Council, authorizing $10 million from reserves in the medical marijuana program cash fund for 

"objective scientific research regarding the efficacy of marijuana and its component parts as part of 

medical treatment." 

Sisley's next hurdle is obtaining the "cannabidiol-rich" strains of marijuana she needs for her study to 

proceed. The National Institute on Drug Abuse contracts exclusively with the University of 

Mississippi to produce cannabis approved by the federal government for research — and she said that 

the strains she needs for her work simply aren't currently available from that source. 

She's frustrated that federal regulations won't allow her to simply use the type of marijuana she has 

seen during a tour of selected grows in the Boulder-Denver area this week. 

"I've met expert growers who are absolutely growing some of the most stunning marijuana with some 

gorgeous flowering plant material that would probably really benefit these veterans," she said. 

Praising Colorado's readiness to explore the broader potential of marijuana in a variety of ways, 

Sisley said, "All eyes are on Colorado." 

Charlie Brennan: 303-473-1327, brennanc@dailycamera.com or twitter.com/chasbrennan 
 

http://www.dailycamera.com/news/boulder/ci_27150385/boulder-firm-hosts-researcher-looking-at-pot-vets


 

You can sign up online to become an associate member for those that would like to support the 

VFC and our mission.  The annual associate membership of $100.00 can be used as a tax 

deduction for supporters.  This can be paid on line through our PayPal web site account.  You 

will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership.  

 

All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC and ask 

questions you need answered.  If we don’t know the answer we know someone that does. Please 

browse our web site.  There are tabs with information on many subjects of interest.  We have the 

News Letter for your branch of service and links to Social Security and many other links with an 

abundance of information.  

 

Our meetings are the third Tuesday of every month and start at 6:30 (PM) for approximately one 

hour and a half unless otherwise advertised.  Next Monthly meeting Tuesday Jan 20, 2015 @ 

6:30 PM at the Clark Harrison Building 1
st
 Fl. 330 W, Ponce De Leon Ave, Decatur, GA. 30030. 

We will be respectful of your time. 

 

Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to communicating and fellowshipping 

with you soon.   

 

“Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 

 

Sincerely  

William A. Harris, Jr.  
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 

President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 

VFCpresident1@gmail.com 

678 772-7557 
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