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October 30, 2014 
 
My fellow veterans, grace and peace to you and your family.    
 
The VFC elected new officers at our October meeting.  Congratulations to our new officers.  
John Lynch is now our new President, William Harris is our Vice President, Ken Gissendana is 
Treasurer and Ray Wynne is our Secretary. 
 
The VFC participated with DAV Chapter 91 at the Homeless Veterans Stand Down at the 
Veteran Administration.  Homeless veterans were given clothing, toiletries, bibles and feed a 
nutritious lunch.  They were also offered medical checkups and classes on benefits were 
available to them. 
 
We were invited to participate with the DAV Chapter 91 to support the Thanksgiving Dinner for 
the homeless Veterans at the Lou Walker Senior Center in November.  
 

VA Secretary endorses Atlanta director 
On a two-day visit to Atlanta Monday, VA Secretary Robert McDonald gave Atlanta VA 
Medical Center director Leslie Wiggins a ringing endorsement, despite meeting with veterans 
who have been highly critical of her leadership since she took charge of the hospital in May 
2013. 

“By all measures Leslie is off to a great start,” McDonald said. “Talking to members of 
Congress, talking to employees, talking to stakeholders, they see a change in the leadership. 
They see the increase in resources. They see the wait times are down. They see things are 
moving in the right direction.” 

He said: “I trust her and it looks like everyone else does as well.” 

McDonald’s statements came just hours after he met with two veterans who serve on Wiggins’ 
advisory council and have been critics of her leadership. They describe a culture at the Atlanta 
VA that is too often indifferent to the needs of veterans. 

“For him to say Leslie Wiggins is doing a good job, it’s a 100 percent fiction,” said Bob Teets, a 
Marine veteran. “It’s ridiculous.” 

Teets and veteran Sherman Howard met with McDonald Monday morning after the secretary 
extended an invitation to them on Saturday. Both veterans have previously expressed their 
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concerns about Wiggins and the leadership at the Atlanta VA to McDonald through phone calls 
or text messages. Teets recently started a Facebook group to air concerns about the hospital and 
its leadership. 

Both men had positive comments about McDonald and said they thought he was serious about 
changing the VA, which has been buffeted by charges of mismanagement and poor patient care. 
Teets said he trusted McDonald and said believed he was there to shake things up for veterans. 

Teets seemed disheartened later in the day when he heard the secretary’s endorsement of 
Wiggins. 

“Just shock,” Teets said. “It’s like he didn’t hear a thing we said in the whole meeting. 
Leadership was brought up. It’s just amazing.” 

Wiggins, who rarely grants press interviews, did not respond to an email request for comment, 
delivered through the hospital’s spokesman. 

Howard, a Navy veteran, said he’s told McDonald about leadership problems at VA Atlanta that 
serve to scare away good doctors and staff, negatively impacting the care available to veterans. 

McDonald made his comments Monday afternoon after a packed morning schedule at the 
Atlanta VA that included a meeting with Congressional leaders and their staffs as well as leaders 
from veterans service groups. McDonald also held a town hall with employees at the medical 
center. He’s been touring VA facilities across the country and meeting with veterans groups and 
employees since taking charge of the scandal-plagued agency in late July. 

McDonald said the agency, which includes 152 medical centers across the country, is moving 
aggressively to address poor managers. He said they are moving as quickly as possible to hold 
leaders accountable and remove them when they fail. 

“My job is to get the right leaders on the bus and get them in the right seats on the bus,” 
McDonald said. “I’ve got Leslie here now. I’m confident in her. The veterans service 
organizations I met with are confident with her leadership. Senator (Johnny) Isakson, who I’ve 
spoken with, is confident with her leadership. Members of Congress who are here today are 
confident with her leadership. I think we should all get behind her and help her get the right 
people on her bus and get them in the right seats on her bus and I think we’ll be fine.” 

McDonald’s visit to Atlanta will conclude Tuesday with a recruiting pitch to medical students 
from Morehouse School of Medicine as he tries to put a dent in patient wait times by hiring more 
doctors. He will also tour VA facilities at Fort McPherson. 
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Arizona Dem asks VA to clarify definition of 'timely' access to care 

By Cristina Marcos 

Rep. Kyrsten Sinema (D-Ariz.) on Wednesday asked the Department of Veterans Affairs to clarify 
its definition of "timely" access to medical care. 

In a letter to VA Secretary Robert McDonald, Sinema asked for an explanation of how the agency 
deems a scheduled appointment to be made within its wait time goals. 

The VA reform bill signed into law earlier this year establishes that the Veterans Health 
Administration's wait time goals should be no more than 30 days from the date a veteran requests a 
medical appointment.  

However, the VA said in a report to Congress this month that an appointment is considered timely 
with the Veterans Choice Program if it is scheduled 30 days after the appointment is "deemed 
clinically appropriate by a VA health care provider." 

Sinema expressed concern that the language could be read as more than 30 days. 

"In other words, if a VA health care provider recommends an appointment seven days from an initial 
visit, under this definition a timely appointment is 37 days from the initial visit. This is not timely, 
and I do not believe this result is reflective of your intention," Sinema wrote. 

The Arizona Democrat suggested the VA use a more limited definition. 

"I recommend that you direct VA health care providers to use date ranges and provide care within the 
date range to ensure that veterans receive high-quality health care within a timely, clinically 
determined window," Sinema wrote.   

TAGS:  Kyrsten Sinema, Department of Veterans Affairs 
 
 
Jordan: Obama's a 's----y golfer' 
 
By Judy Kurtz - 10/30/14 12:12 PM EDT 

President Obama is an avowed fan of the Chicago Bulls, but their most famous player ever probably 
won't be invited out to the links with the commander in chief any time soon. 

Michael Jordan is calling the commander in chief a “shitty golfer.” 
  
In an interview for the Back 9 Network, Ahmad Rashad — who’s teed off with Obama on more than 
one occasion — asks Jordan who he would play in his ideal golf foursome. 
  
“I’ve never played with Obama, but I would,” the basketball Hall of Famer says before quickly 
appearing to change his mind. “But nah, that’s okay. I’ll take him out. He’s a hack. Man, I’d be all 
day playing with him.” 
  
“Do you really want to say that?” Rashad replies, looking into the camera recording the sit-down. 
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“The president of the United States is a hack?” 
  
“Don’t worry about it,” Jordan says, in the playful conversation. “I never said he’s wasn’t a great 
politician, I just said he’s a shitty golfer.”  Rashad quickly comes to the defense of Obama’s putting 
prowess: “No, he’s not a bad golfer.” 
  
Obama, an avid golfer, has often been a favorite target of critics for his affinity for picking up his 
clubs. Earlier this month, CBS News noted that he had reached a golfing milestone, having played 
200 rounds since becoming president in 2009. 

TAGS:  Barack Obama, Michael Jordan 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
 
Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $100.00 
can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online through 
PayPal.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. Your tax deductible 
will also support the VFC and our mission.   
 
All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC meeting and feel 
free to ask questions and learn more.  If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does.  
Our meetings are the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm at the Clark Harrison Building, 
330 W.  Ponce De Leon Ave., Decatur, GA. 30030.   
 
Our meetings are approximately one and a half hour, unless otherwise advertised.  We will be 
respectful of your time.  Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to 
communicating and fellowshipping with you soon.   
 
Please browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on 
many subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of service 
and links to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of information.  
 
Firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 
 
Sincerely  
William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 
Vic President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 
VFCpresident1@gmail.com  Phone 678 772-7557 
 
 
 


