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Sept 30, 2014 
 
My fellow veterans, grace and peace to you and your family.    
 
The Veterans For Christ, Inc. celebrated our 6th Anniversary with a Luncheon at the 57th 
Fighter Group Restaurant at 3829 Clairmont Rd. Atlanta GA. 30341.    
 
Commander James M. Blaylock the President of the Military Order of the Purple Heart 
Service Foundation was awarded the VFC Legacy Award.  Commander Blaylock served 
in the United States Marines told of his near death experience of being zipped up in a 
body bag and presumed dead in Vietnam. 
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Our $500.00 Gerald Prince Memorial Scholarship was awarded to Miss. Sebrena 
Rand a graduated senior on her way to college. Pictured with her are her proud parents 
Mr.& Mrs. Bobby Rand.   
 
                                 

    
 

The VFC raffle for a 40” flat screen TV was won by Mrs. 
Brown. 
 
Mrs. Yolanda Brown, wife of Comrade Curtis Brown DAV Chapter 91 member won the 
raffle and was not present for our Luncheon, so her TV was delivered to her.  Picture 
unavailable. 
 
Commander Jones’s JROTC from Stone Mountain High School marched in prior to 
USAF Ret. Major Janice Ivery sang the National Anthem.     
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To mention just a few of the distinguished guest in attendance. 
 
Major Gen. Willie Alexander was awarded a Honorary membership to the Veterans for 
Christ.  Pictured with the General are Dr. Zeddie Scott a local Preacher and author and 
Dr. Duane Williams, Chairman of the Veterans Affairs Advisory Board of DeKalb 
County.  
 

  
 
Pictured are DAV Chapter member Michael Vaugh and Local author Mrs. Melvina Gray 
who wrote a very informative book on PTSD which she live through with her deceased 
husband who was diagnosed with PTSD.  Also, pictured in the photograph is her son.   
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Bipartisan Demilitarization Bill 3713 to be released Tuesday 
 By Molly K. Hooper - 09/15/14 09:00 AM EDT 

A liberal Democratic lawmaker has teamed up with a conservative GOP House member to 
move a bill aimed at demilitarizing local police forces in the aftermath of the Ferguson, Mo. 

riots.  
 

Georgia Rep. Hank Johnson (D) tells The Hill that he has found support in a seemingly 
unlikely ally, Republican Rep. Raul Labrador (Idaho), for a measure that would restrict the 

types of surplus military equipment that the Pentagon can provide to police departments 
across the country.  

Johnson is expected to introduce the measure, saying, "We are working now with 
Congressman Labrador's office to tighten up and finalize the legislation." 

 
Many lawmakers on Capitol Hill condemned the violence that spread following the police 

killing of unarmed 18-year-old Michael Brown in Ferguson. 
 

Some pointed fingers at the program — referred to by insiders as "1033" — that Congress 
created in the early 1990s to provide law enforcement officials with surplus Defense 

Department equipment for creating an over-militarization of local and state police forces. 

Female Veterans Feel Left Behind 
As Number of Military Women Surges, Services for Them Haven't Kept Pace 

 
West Point graduate Devon Reyes says she felt isolated after returning from Army duty in Afghanistan.Lexey Swall for The Wall Street 
Journal 

When Devon Reyes returned from her first deployment to Afghanistan in 2009, she 

withdrew from family and friends. 

mailto:?subject=TheHill.com%3A%20Bipartisan%20demilitarization%20bill%20to%20be%20released%20Tuesday&body=From%20TheHill.com%3A%20%0A%0AA%20liberal%20Democratic%20lawmaker%20has%20teamed%20up%20with%20a%20conservative%20GOP%20House%20member%20to%20move%20a%20bill...%0A%0Ahttp%3A//thehill.com/video/217621-hank-johnson-on-his-bill-to-demilitarize-the-police
http://thehill.com/author/molly-k-hooper
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"No amount of pamphlets or brochures would have enticed me to come out of my shell," 

said the Army veteran and mother of two, now 29 years old. She said she longed for 

camaraderie, but there was little opportunity to meet other female soldiers with similar 

experiences. 

That isolation and lack of support is shared by many other women vets, even as their 

numbers have surged, according to a report released Wednesday by the Disabled 

American Veterans, a veterans-service organization. The report highlights ways that 

military women differ from male counterparts both during and after their service. 

"As we watch our membership change from predominantly male to now having many 

females, we realize it's important to bring their stories to light" and push for changes to 

serve them better, said Garry Augustine, executive director of Disabled American 

Veterans. 

As of March, women made up about 210,000 of the 1.79 million veterans who have 

served since 2001, according to the report. About 14% of active-duty service forces 

today are female, vs. 8% in 1980. 

And never before has the Department of Veterans Affairs faced so many women who 

served in combat roles as they have in recent conflicts. 

Still, Defense Department and VA programs tend to lag behind in serving women, 

according to the report. 

A third of VA medical centers lack a gynecologist on staff, the report says. About one in 

five women veterans report having experienced military sexual trauma, including rape, 

yet 31% of VA clinics lack staff to provide adequate treatment, according to the Institute 

of Medicine, an independent nonprofit. 

Women who have lost limbs face unique challenges, like needing multiple adjustments 

to prostheses during pregnancy to accommodate changes in weight and balance. 

Female veterans more often suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder than their male 

counterparts, yet VA facilities "have difficulty providing gender-specific peer support, 

group therapy, residential rehabilitation," the report says. 

Moreover, recently discharged female vets faced a 9.3% unemployment rate at the end 

of 2013, compared with 8% among male vets, according to the report. 

The report makes 27 sets of recommendations, on health care, strengthening transition 

programs and helping women better use their GI Bill benefits. 
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Asked about the report, a Pentagon spokesman, Maj. James Brindle, said, "We want to 

make sure that across these areas, all members of the military are treated with respect." 

He added, "We're trying to find the gaps." 

The VA said it expects the number of women using its services to double in the next 

several years, having already doubled in the past seven or eight years. 

"This is not a time to pause, but a time to ramp up our services," said Patricia Hayes, 

the VA's chief consultant for women's health services. She said the VA is working to 

help women who experienced military sexual trauma and, although the VA is short of 

gynecologists, women are referred to local health-care centers. 

An advocacy group for female vets expressed skepticism about the VA's ability to 

improve women's services. "There's an enormous shortage of female health providers 

across the VA. I have doubts that the VA can truly change their culture to welcome 

female veterans," said Anu Bhagwati, executive director of the Service Women's Action 

Network. 

Yet there are early signs of change. The Veterans of Foreign Wars in September 

pushed to alter the language of its congressional charter to use inclusive language 

rather than refer to male vets. New VA Secretary Robert McDonald did the same in a 

restating of the VA motto. And Mr. Augustine said Disabled American Veterans will 

likely soon do the once-unthinkable: name a woman as its national commander. 

 

Write to Ben Kesling at benjamin.kesling@wsj.com 
By BEN KESLING 
Updated Sept. 24, 2014 2:40 p.m. ET 

 
Robins airman convicted of sex crime 

BY BECKY PURSER 

bpurser@macon.comSeptember 23, 2014  
 
Read more here: http://www.macon.com/2014/09/23/3322914_airman-convicted-of-sex-
crime.html?rh=1#storylink=cpy 

 
Robins airman convicted of sex crime 

WARNER ROBINS -- A Robins Air Force Base airman is temporarily being held in the 

Houston County jail after he was found guilty of sending a dirty text message to a child. 

http://topics.wsj.com/person/M/Robert-McDonald/1651
mailto:benjamin.kesling@wsj.com
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Joshua Wendell McKissack, 28, was convicted Sept. 4 of “sexual abuse of a child by 

committing (a) lewd act,” according to information provided by the prosecution through 

base spokesman Roland Leach. McKissack was found to have “intentionally (exposed) 

his genitalia” to a child in February 2012 through a text message from his cellphone with 

“an intent to arouse or gratify his sexual desire.” 

The airman was acquitted of attempted sexual assault of a minor and possession of 

child pornography, according to information provided by the area defense counsel 

through Leach. 

The airman was sentenced to a rank reduction from airman first class to airman basic, 

nine months of confinement and a bad conduct discharge, the prosecution said in an 

email. Also, McKissack will lose all pay and allowance based on his sentence and be 

required to register as a sex offender. 

His conviction and sentencing followed a general court martial Sept. 2-4 held on base. 

He chose to be tried by a military judge instead of officers and/or enlisted members. 

The next step is a pre-appellate review process, during which the commander who 

directed the court martial will review the case result, Maj. Lance Freeman, deputy staff 

judge advocate for the 78th Air Base Wing, said in a telephone interview. 

McKissack may appeal that decision if he chooses, Freeman said. 

Defense attorney Capt. September R. Foy said in an email that McKissack is expected 

to submit matters to the convening authority during the clemency phase of the case. 

Foy is with the Air Force’s Legal Operations Agency, Trial Defense Division, at Robins. 

McKissack also will be assigned a military appellate defense counsel to represent him 

during the appellate process, Foy said. Because his appellate decisions will be made 

between him and his appellate counsel, Foy said she could not comment on that. 

“McKissack would like to thank his family for their unwavering support,” Foy said. 

McKissack is expected to remain housed at the Houston County jail until the Air Force 

Security Forces Center determines which military confinement facility to transfer him to. 

McKissack is an aircraft electrical/environmental systems mechanic in the 461st 

Maintenance Squadron. 

BY BECKY PURSER 

bpurser@macon.comSeptember 23, 2014   To contact writer Becky Purser, call 256-9559. 
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Read more here: http://www.macon.com/2014/09/23/3322914_airman-convicted-of-sex-

crime.html?rh=1#storylink=cpy 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
 
Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of 
$100.00 can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid 
online through PayPal.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. 
Your tax deductible will also support the VFC and our mission.   
 
All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC meeting 
and feel free to ask questions and learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know 
someone who does.  
Our meetings are the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm at the Clark Harrison 
Building, 330 W.  Ponce De Leon Ave., Decatur, GA. 30030.   
 
Our meeting are approximately one and a half hour, unless otherwise advertised.  We 
will be respectful of your time.  Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward 
to communicating and fellowshipping with you soon.   
 
Please browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information 
on many subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of 
service and links to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of 
information.  
 
firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 
 
Sincerely  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 
President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 
VFCpresident1@gmail.com  Phone 678 772-7557 
 
 
 

http://www.veteransforchristinc.org/
mailto:VFCpresident1@gmail.com

