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August 31, 2014 

 

My fellow veterans, grace and peace to you and your family.    

 

The summer of 2014 has been awesome.  The VFC has been alerting veterans on how to submit 

claims, fellowshipping with the Veteran Affairs Advisory Board of DeKalb County and helping 

veterans less fortunate than ourselves  through DAV Chapter 91.    

 

We are preparing for our 6
th

 Anniversary Luncheon on September 20, 2014 from 11:00 am to 

2:00 pm at the 57
th

 Fighter Group Restaurant at 3829 Clairmont Rd. Atlanta GA 30341.    

 

This year’s 6
th

 Anniversary Luncheon speaker will be Mr. James M. Blaylock, the president of 

the Military Order of the Purple Heart Service Foundation.  Mr. Blaylock served in the United 

States Marine Corps as a rotary wing aviator in Vietnam.  He also retired from the Veterans 

Administration. 

 

. 

 

The VFC raffle tickets for a 40” flat screen TV are selling fast.  This raffle will fund our $500.00 

Gerald Prince Memorial college scholarship.  Tickets are available from any Veterans for Christ 

member.  The winning ticket will be drawn and the TV will be awarded September 20
th

 during 

our 6
th

 Anniversary Luncheon. You do not have to be present to win.  Each raffle ticket will be 

sold for $5.00 and free door prizes will also be given away.   

 

Fort Hood soldier found dead at home 
Fort Hood officials have identified a soldier who died Aug. 13 from an apparent gunshot wound 

in Killeen, Texas.  Sgt. Triston James Johnson, 23, of Houston, entered active duty service in 

October 2009 as a combat engineer, according to a news release from the post. He had been 

assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry 

Division, Fort Hood, since November 2012. 
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Johnson deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation New Dawn from April 

2010 to March 2011.  Johnson’s awards and decorations include two Army Commendation 

Medals, Army Achievement Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service 

Medals, Iraq Campaign medals with campaign star, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, 

Army Service Ribbon, and Overseas Service Medal.  Johnson’s body was found at his home in 

Killeen, Killeen Police Department public affairs officer Carol Smith said. She declined to 

comment further on the investigation. 

Widow seeks help with Vietnam veteran's funeral 
Gloria Lucas, left, is raising money for a funeral for her late husband, Vietnam War veteran Delbert Guy Lucas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Posted: Sunday, August 3, 2014 9:07 pm | Updated: 7:54 am, Mon 

Aug 4, 2014. 

By Drew Brooks Military editor 

 

STEDMAN - The widow of a Vietnam veteran is turning to the community for help after the 

death of her husband.  Delbert Guy Lucas was a proud Army veteran who served two tours in 

Vietnam during a 20-year career that ended in 1977. He died at Womack Army Medical Center 

last month after battling cancer and other illnesses.  Gloria Lucas, his wife of eight years, said the 

family was unprepared.  Lucas, 74, had appeared to be in good health until this year, when 

doctors discovered cancer throughout his body following a bout with pneumonia in March. 

His health quickly declined, and he died days after being admitted to Womack in mid-July. 

A veteran of the 173rd Airborne, Delbert Lucas thought he was prepared for his death. 
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Gloria Lucas said although he didn't have life insurance, he often said the government, because 

of his veteran status, would pay for any costs.  That hasn't been the case.  Delbert Lucas' funeral, 

which included full military honors, was delayed several days because she had yet to pay the 

funeral home half of its bill.  Gloria Lucas, who drives a school bus for Mac Williams Middle 

School, said she's had to pinch pennies while seeking help from her church and others. 

Friends were able to contribute $900 to the nearly $5,000 bill. The Army Emergency Relief Fund 

provided another $1,100.  Now, Gloria Lucas is hoping the Internet can help her raise the rest. 

She's raised several hundred dollars on the crowd funding site gofundme.com. 

Officials at Patterson Memorial Funeral Home helped her set up the request, which can be found 

by searching for "Delbert Lucas" on gofundme.com. 

 

"It's a last resort," Gloria Lucas said from her home in Stedman, where she looked over her 

husband's military paper and other mementos, including Veterans of Foreign Wars hats, medals 

and tokens from the American Legion.  "I didn't want to do this," she said. "It feels like 

begging."  But Gloria Lucas said she doesn't see any other options. 

Delbert Lucas' retirement was supporting the family through the summer, when a school bus 

driver like herself has little to do.  Holding the flag presented to her during the funeral, Gloria 

Lucas said her husband was a proud man who likely would be embarrassed by the attention. 

 

A native of Hegins, Pennsylvania, he joined the Army in 1957 and was awarded a Purple Heart 

after being wounded in Vietnam. He retired in 1977 as a staff sergeant and went on to work for 

Bell Helicopter and later Suttles Trucking.  Gloria Lucas said her husband was proud of his 

service. He was rarely seen without a hat denoting his unit - the 173rd Airborne. 

"He loved it all," she said.  Military editor Drew Brooks can be reached 

at brooksd@fayobserver.com or 486-3567. 

 

Answers by RallyPoint 

Report: VA employee took recovering vet to crack house 
Kala Kachmar, Montgomery Advertiser11:46 p.m. CDT August 16, 2014 

 

 Although a Veterans Affairs police officer determined that a Central Alabama Veterans Health 

Care System employee took a patient to a crack house and helped him buy illegal drugs, the 

worker is still employed more than a year after the incident. 

The incident was one of several cited in an investigation that determined the employee was 

guilty of patient abuse, misuse of government vehicles, filing false overtime requests and 

multiple ethics violations.  

 

But the employee is still listed in the employee directory at CAVHCS, and is not listed in a 

human resources list that shows employees who retired, transferred or left CAVHCS from Oct. 

1, 2013 to the present. 

 

It is unclear if any administrative or criminal action against the employee was taken. The 

employee, who worked as a peer support specialist in the drug addiction treatment program at the 

Tuskegee campus, was a former patient in the program. 

http://gofundme.com/
http://gofundme.com/
mailto:brooksd@fayobserver.com
https://www.rallypoint.com/answers?partner=militarytimes
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In March 2013, the employee brought a patient in the program to the home of a known drug 

dealer in Tuskegee and left him there overnight, according to the VA's official investigative 

report from May 2013. 

 

According to the report, the employee "interfered with the medical treatment plan" of the patient, 

further "endorsed" the patient's drug addictions and exposed him to a "dangerous environment." 

 

The first known incident occurred on March 1, according to the report. That was when the 

employee had permission to take two patients on official business to Montgomery to pay bills. 

But the employee then spent the rest of the day shopping for a new personal vehicle at various 

car dealerships in Montgomery using a government car, the report said. 

 

The employee also received $225 in overtime pay for working that day, and the investigation 

determined that he was guilty of fraudulent overtime and illegal use of government resources for 

personal benefit. 

 

During the alleged second incident on March 4, the employee was authorized to take the same 

two patients, who were roommates, out again to the bank and to a collision center so one of the 

patients could make a payment, the report said. But after, the employee conducted more personal 

business related to purchasing a new vehicle. 

 

The employee told one of the patients during the trip that he could get him "hooked up" before 

they returned to Tuskegee and make sure that he wouldn't get drug tested, according to a 

statement from the other patient in the car. The next day, the patient that the employee had made 

the offer to told his roommate that the employee was driving him to Church's Chicken and they'd 

be back, but he never came back, according to the statement in the report. 

 

The investigation concluded that the employee brought the patient to a known crack house in 

Tuskegee, where he received oral sex from a prostitute and purchased illegal drugs with the 

employee. The patient also "owed" the drug dealer an additional $200 for the night. 

 

The employee "borrowed" a $600 VA check from the same patient, according to the report. 

Police officers in Tuskegee confirmed in the report that the particular house to which the 

employee took the patient is known to law enforcement and drug task force members as a 

location where prostitutes and drug dealers are known to do business. The next day, the patient 

made his way back to the VA in Tuskegee and was discharged from the program after a positive 

drug trust. He was looking for the employee so he could get his money to find a place to stay, 

according to the report. 

 

The employee said he didn't have the money, but that he could stay at the home of the drug 

dealer, where he stayed the night before temporarily, according to the report. 

 

On April 1, another patient reported the same employee asked to borrow $250 by the following 

Monday, according to the report. But the patient told him no, and reported the incident to VA 

police. 
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Timeline: 

 March 1, 2013: Employee gets permission to take patients out to run errands, but ends 

up using the government vehicle to conduct personal business. He put in overtime for that 

day. 

 March 4, 2013: Employee has permission to take employees out again to run errands, but 

ends up doing more personal errands. The employee also tells one patient he could "hook 

him up" with drugs. 

 March 5, 2013: One patient leaves with the employee, and the employee takes him to a 

crack house where he helps him buy illegal drugs and borrows $600 from the patient. The 

patient stays at the home overnight. 

 March 7, 2013: Patient comes back to the VA seeking the $600 from the employee. He 

is discharged from the program. 

 April 1, 2013: The employee asks another patient to borrow $250 

Source: VA police investigation 

Man Killed in Argument Over Military Branches 
Associated Press | Aug 05, 2014 

BILLINGS, Mont. — A Montana man who faces a deliberate homicide charge for slashing 

another man's throat told police they were arguing over which branch of the United States 

military was better, the Army or the Marines, Yellowstone County prosecutors said. 

 

William Earl Cunningham, 63, of Laurel was arrested early Sunday on suspicion of deliberate 

homicide in the death of 40-year-old Nathan Horn of Billings. Cunningham was jailed without 

bond ahead of a court appearance and couldn't be reached for comment. 

 

County Attorney Scott Twito said he expected Cunningham to make the appearance Tuesday. 

The stabbing was reported late Saturday. 

 

Responding officers found Cunningham leaning against a car and Horn lying on the grass next to 

Cunningham's feet. Horn had a cut on his right cheek and a deep cut on the left side of his neck. 

"I cut him. He's dead," Cunningham told police, according to charging documents. "The knife's 

on the table." 

 

Horn was pronounced dead less than an hour later. 

 

After Cunningham was read his rights, he told officers he and Horn were sitting at the picnic 

table when they began arguing about whether the Army or Marines was the best branch of the 

military, court records said. 

 

Laurel Police Sgt. Mark Guy said Monday that the men had argued the night before about the 

same issue. He wasn't sure if either man had served in the military. 

Lena Heller told KULR-TV that she had invited the two men over on Saturday night and they 

had been drinking when they started arguing. 

http://www.military.com/Community/Home/0,14700,ARMY,00.html
http://www.military.com/Community/Home/1,14700,MARINE,00.html
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"I think it's horrible that somebody would just kill somebody for no reason, just because of an 

argument," Heller said. 

RELATED TOPICS Army Marine Corps 

© Copyright 2014 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 

broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 

 

Man's suicide note leads his mother on a mission 
         

 

 

 

 
 

Justina Glover, seen Wednesday, Aug. 6, 2014, has spent the past six months on a mission to 

figure out how the system failed her son, Navy veteran Jamel Glover, who committed suicide 

earlier this year. (Stephen M. Katz | The Virginian-Pilot) 

If you or someone you know exhibits warning signs of suicide, call the National Suicide 

Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK.  

 

By Mike Hixenbaugh  The Virginian-Pilot  © August 11, 2014 PORTSMOUTH 

 

Jamel Glover had a handwritten letter in his back pocket the day police found his body dangling 

from a telephone pole. The note was folded and stuffed in an envelope, tucked in between a 

lottery ticket and a tattered bus schedule. 

 

Justina Glover fell to the ground and bawled as officers slid her firstborn into a black bag that 

chilly February morning. Most nights since then, she has been haunted by the image of her son 

hanging from a wire. But during the day, it's his letter that dominates her thoughts. 

 

The 181 words he scribbled on a sheet of notebook paper set her on a desperate mission to 

confront the demons that drove her son to his death - and to expose the people she believes 

allowed it to happen. 

 

This much she already knew: Jamel struggled to adjust after leaving the Navy in 2006, but the 

34-year-old seemed to find purpose raising his two daughters and working on old cars. 

 

http://www.military.com/topics/army
http://www.military.com/topics/marines
http://media.hamptonroads.com/cache/files/imagecache/large_site_image_760x760/files/images/1596751000.jpg
http://media.hamptonroads.com/cache/files/imagecache/large_site_image_760x760/files/images/1596751000.jpg
http://media.hamptonroads.com/cache/files/imagecache/large_site_image_760x760/files/images/1596751000.jpg
http://hamptonroads.com/2011/03/mike-hixenbaugh
http://media.hamptonroads.com/cache/files/imagecache/large_site_image_760x760/files/images/1596751000.jpg
http://media.hamptonroads.com/cache/files/imagecache/large_site_image_760x760/files/images/1596741000.jpg
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Something changed a year ago, though; the son who could always make her laugh stopped 

smiling. He couldn't hold a job and spent most nights on his brother's couch. 

 

"Is everything OK, Jamel?" Justina had asked while watching the Super Bowl with her two sons 

days before his death. 

Jamel shrugged. 

The next day, he woke up early, bundled up under extra layers and was out his brother's door 

before sunrise. His sister-in-law's voice trailed him: "Be sure to lock it behind you." 

 

Five days later - after sleepless nights Justina, 52, spent driving through the neighborhood, after 

dozens of calls to old friends, shipmates, police and TV stations - Jamel's brother called: "Mom, 

you need to get down here. They found him." 

 

She sped through every red light in the mile between her apartment and the dirt access road 

where police cars and ambulances had gathered. Jamel had likely been dead a few days by the 

time a janitor at Tidewater Community College noticed him hanging behind the school's 

Portsmouth campus. A day later, the medical examiner turned over his belongings. Jamel died 

carrying $24.62, a pink cellphone, a debit card, a half-empty pack of cigarettes, a few receipts - 

and that letter. 

 

Justina was convinced Jamel was trying to send a message, and that he was counting on her to 

make the world hear it. Why else would he have written those words? She quit her job as an in-

home nurse and committed herself to investigating her son's death, stepping in where police left 

off once the case was ruled a suicide. She quizzed Jamel's friends and studied his autopsy, 

making a habit of calling the medical examiner every few weeks with questions. 

 

"Hello, sir, this is Ms. Glover," she said on one such call in July. "I have another question about 

my son's toxicology report." 

 

She spent hours at the library each week, looking up medical journals and news articles online, 

searching for clues. Other days she stopped by the telephone pole to pull weeds and spruce up 

the flowers and ornaments Jamel's daughters had left at the spot where he died. 

 

Justina skipped meals and lost track of the days. Soon, she started seeing that horrible image 

during the daytime, too - the one of her son with a black wire around his neck. One evening last 

month, police came to her apartment after she told a customer service representative at her 

insurance company that she wished she were in the ground next to her son. 

 

She visited a church counselor the next day, who encouraged her to find purpose. She already 

had one, she responded - and was back on the road that afternoon, heading to the Hampton VA 

Medical Center. 

 

There, she submitted a form requesting her son's medical records. Jamel had never really 

discussed his health with her. "The answers are in that file," she said after leaving the hospital. "I 

know it." 
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Three weeks later, the digital records arrived in the mail. Justina slid the CD into her laptop and 

spent hours in her living room, scrolling through the pages. 

Jamel, she learned, was first diagnosed with major depression back in August 2012. 

He had told a VA psychiatrist he was having trouble sleeping and felt like he had no future 

outside of the military. The doctor prescribed sertraline for depression and hydroxyzine for 

anxiety - but Jamel quit both within a month, according to the records. 

 

He told the doctor during a follow-up visit the pills only made him feel worse. The psychiatrist 

sent him home with a note for bupropion, another antidepressant. 

 

Jamel returned to the VA hospital the morning of Jan. 27, a week before he went missing. He 

had told his sister-in-law he wasn't feeling right that morning - that he didn't like the thoughts 

running through his head - and that he wanted to be admitted overnight. 

 

His medical file doesn't say anything about that. Instead, according to the records, Jamel spent 30 

minutes with a new psychiatrist. After a few hours at the hospital, Jamel called his sister-in-law 

and asked her to pick him up. 

 

Before he left, the new VA psychiatrist gave him a prescription for another antidepressant, one 

Jamel hadn't tried before. This one would help him sleep better, the doctor wrote. 

 

Justina recognized the name of the drug: mirtazapine. Her son's toxicology report had said the 

drug was found in his system, at the expected dosage. 

 

After Jamel left that day, the psychiatrist wrote himself a note in his file. The former sailor 

seemed depressed and disoriented during the unscheduled visit, but the doctor saw no reason to 

believe he might hurt himself. 

 

Justina read the digital file to the end - every word, although much of it she didn't understand - 

then scrolled back to the top to read it again. The 367 pages raise nearly as many questions as 

they answer. 

"It doesn't make any damn sense," she said. 

So - once again - Justina pulled out the note found in her son's back pocket, hoping maybe she 

missed something the first hundred times she read it. Why was he driven to scribble these words? 

Why didn't he get the help he needed? 

She read his words aloud in a shaky voice: 

"Dear Department of Veterans Affairs...  

"I'm a veteran writing this letter to let you know to pay attention to veterans... 

 

"To come back to the U.S. to see veterans homeless, addicts or jailed is not a good thing... 

"It's hard to get back into life after the military... 
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"The job hunt and making up for the time gone... 

 

"It's hard and depressing... 

 

"And the only thing the VA gave me was pills, pills, pills... 

 

"I refuse to live the rest of my life an addict and homeless." 

Justina repeated his final line, rubbed her thumb over her son's signature, then folded the note in 

half. 

Mike Hixenbaugh, 757-446-2949, mike.hixenbaugh@pilotonline.com  

Posted to: Military News Portsmouth 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

Sign up online to become an associate member.  The annual associate membership of $100.00 

can be used as a tax deduction for supporters.  Registration fees can be paid online through 

PayPal.  You will get a free VFC T-shirt with your associate membership. Your tax deductible 

will also support the VFC and our mission.   

 

All Honorably Discharged Veterans are welcome to come and observe the VFC meeting and feel 

free to ask questions and learn more. If we don’t know the answer we know someone who does.  

Our meetings are the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm at the Clark Harrison Building, 

330 W.  Ponce De Leon Ave., Decatur, GA. 30030.   

 

Our meetings are approximately one and a half hour, unless otherwise advertised.  We will be 

respectful of your time.  Thank you for your interest in the VFC.  We look forward to 

communicating and fellowshipping with you soon.   

 

Please browse our web site www.veteransforchristinc.org.  There you’ll find information on 

many subjects of interest to veterans.  You’ll also find a Newsletter for your branch of service 

and links to Social Security and many other links with an abundance of information.  

 

Our meetings are the third Saturday every month and start at 11:00 a.m. “Be on your guard, stand 

firm in the faith, being men of courage, be strong." 1Cor 16:13 

 

Sincerely  

William A. Harris, Jr.   
William A. Harris, Jr., USAF Retired 

President, Veterans for Christ, Inc. 

VFCpresident1@gmail.com  Phone 678 772-7557 

 

mailto:mike.hixenbaugh@pilotonline.com
http://hamptonroads.com/category/pilotonline.com/military
http://hamptonroads.com/category/pilotonline.com/news
http://hamptonroads.com/category/portsmouth
http://www.veteransforchristinc.org/
mailto:VFCpresident1@gmail.com

